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NATO AWACS Assurance to Turkey

Photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandra Longfellow

NATO AWACS in Konya, Turkey. Following a recent increase in cross-border activities with Russia, Turkey requested additional military support to the region.
This additional support, approved by NATO, comes in the form of Tailored Assurance Measures and includes an increase in AWACS presence in the region.

DUK donates checks for charity in local community
Story by Alex Gieswein and Carsten
Brueggenolte
Photo by Katharina Krämer
The E-3A Component Oktoberfest is
one of the most anticipated events
at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen,
Germany. Every year, several
thousand people attend the
event, which is organized by the
German non-commissioned officer
camaraderie (DUK).
A fact that might not be as widely
known is the DUK takes all the profits
from the festival and donates it to
charitable causes in the base’s local
area.
On March 15, 2016, Brig. Gen. Karsten
Stoye, Component Commander,
and MSgt. Alex Gieswein, DUK

Chairman, handed over checks to nine
organizations.

keep it as familiar as possible,” Alex
Gieswein said.

“We do not want to keep the profits
for us alone, we want to donate it
to the local community” said Brig.
Gen. Karsten Stoye, and MSgt Alex
Gieswein added that “With this money
we can support projects which would
not be possible otherwise”. This year
the donations went to the carnival
clubs, a kindergarten in Oberbruch
and multiple school associations. One
of the bigger projects was a sensory
garden where children can grow their
own vegetables.

Institutions and associations that
have projects in the pipeline next year
can apply for donations. The planning
for the next Oktoberfest has already

The Oktoberfest with 3500 visitors is a
fixed appointment for a lot of citizens
of Geilenkirchen and its surrounding
areas. “We could fit more people into
the aircraft hangar, but we want to

started. On Sunday, the family day, we
plan to entertain you with a magician,
a bouncing castle, face-painting and
an E-3A aircraft with “Static-Display”
to show you how the people work
when they are in the air. And many
more!

29 March 2016 NATO Skywatch 3

COMMANDER’S
CORNER

With the Commander’s Corner, our NAEW&CF Commander and E-3A Commander give
the opportunity to wing and squadron commanders, and branch and division heads to
share their thoughts about current topics taking place at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen.
Every month a different writer will highlight a specific topic concerning their discipline.
MSEC – The silent engineering support to the E-3A
Operational Mission
Since T-Day, the Force has a new
organizational entity; the Mission
Systems Engineering Centre (MSEC).
This is not simply a name change
of the previous Mission Systems
Engineering Group (MSEG), but
also incorporates some additional
functional changes. In many respects,
MSEC has taken over all the past
support activities of the previous
MSEG, but has additionally added
some limited “Systems” related
support activities. In addition MSEC
has combined the previous MSEG
Organization with the previous
Logistics Wing Continuous Engineering
(LWCE) group. This will now allow
MSEC to also provide much needed
Laboratory support, and limited
Hardware engineering expertise.

How does MSEC accomplish this?
MSEC does this by analyzing and
evaluating reported problems during
the execution of the software,
and evaluating and proposing
modifications to the software initiated
by Operational requests to change the
software in the Mission, Sensor, and
Ground Support areas, and then by
subsequently implementing approved
changes to the software.

of 1400 staff), MSEG was forced
into reducing staff to the absolute
minimum, as was the case for many
other organizations within the
Force. As a result, the new MSEC was
formed with minimal staffing, and
a “Statement of Function”, which
defines what is expected from MSEC.
What are the effects of this new
Statement of Function and reduction
of personnel?

MSEC integrates internally developed
changes, as well as externally
developed changes (from Industry
Partners, Foreign Military Sales
contracts or government agreements)
into Product Baselines, always keeping
an eye on Interoperability between
the E-3A Fleet and other participants,
ensuring compliance within the
AWACS community.

This literally means that MSEC staff
have been reduced from a previous
92 people to 42 and merged with 10
Lab engineers. It also means that
the organization has had to re-focus
on its Core Business, being activities
that are most beneficial to the E-3A
community, i.e. the Development
and Integration of new software
Baselines, monthly map updates, ESM
database updates and other Mission
data into BSETs. Inherent in all these
endeavors, is a very substantial
amount of testing, as would be
expected for software that flies aboard
an Aircraft and used for Operational
Missions. Resulting from the reduction
of personnel within MSEC to its
current state, it is essential that
MSEC maintains additional support
through agreements with other E-3
Engineering Communities (CSSWG/
EEDB) and contracts with Industry
and government organizations. MSEC
has also recently taken over the
Life Cycle Maintenance (LCM) of the

In addition to formal changes to the
Software, MSEC builds and integrates
the updates to constantly changing
maps, ESM databases, as well as other
What does MSEC provide? MSEC is an
organization that provides engineering operational data into BSETs (Baseline
services to the NATO E-3 community as Sets) that are run onboard the E-3A.
These Baseline Sets consist of the
a whole. It is a “Centre of Expertise”
overall combination of controlled
for all Mission related, Sensor (Radar,
ESM, IFF) related, and Ground Support software versions, controlled “static”
data, as well as daily updated
related software that runs either
operational mission specific data
onboard of the E-3A or is used for
updates.
pre- and/or post – mission support.
The software ’baselines’ provided by
Due to the high-level restrictions
MSEC enable the E-3A and its crew to
placed on the Force (max ceiling
perform all necessary functions.

Commander
Brig. Gen. Karsten Stoye
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laboratories (former Mission Simulator
2, which will become the ‘Systems
Integration Laboratory’), and the
Continuous Engineering Laboratory.
Together with the ESM Development
Facility, these laboratories constitute
the “Continuous Engineering and
Integration Facility”(CEIF), which
now establishes MSEC as the Sole
Engineering entity that can provide
a comprehensive engineering,
integration and test facility that is
as close as possible to the NATO E-3A
aircraft configuration.
As an added benefit, through the
acquisition of the laboratories and
the employment of the hardware and
systems engineers, MSEC will be in the
process of providing not only software
engineering support and expertise,
but also limited Systems Engineering
support and expertise.
… if you think that the MSEC is
merely an old organization with a
new wrapper, think again. MSEC is
posturing itself to continue to provide
the Force with improved and
Lt. Col. Gernnaro Cosentino
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New cat-place where your cat can
move freely. Roomy outside place,
playgrounds, central heated.
Grooming salon, also Do-It-Yourself
wash salon for pets.

Opening hours:
Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and
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Karin’s Guesthouse
Offering 8 fully equipped, family & pet friendly quality accommodations

Complimentary Cars & Airport Shuttle Service
Experience quality Temporary Living Facilities with a warm
family touch, all located within 15 minutes of NATO Airbase
Geilenkirchen, JFC Brunssum & AFNorth. Our family-run
Guesthouse has been accommodating and assisting NATO
Members and their families for nearly 15 years.

Contact us now for reservations or inquiries.
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We hope to see you soon!
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Aircrew Training Squadron (ATS) deployed
to Gando Air Force Base on Gran Canary

Story and photos by
Chief Master Sgt. Michael Möller
The NATO E-3A Component deployed
one aircraft to take part in the
Dissimilar Air Combat Training
Campaign (DACT) 2016 held at
Gando Air Force Base on Gran
Canary, Canary Islands, from Feb. 25
to Mar. 11, 2016.
The DACT (Dissimilar Air Combat
Training) Campaign was developed
and coordinated by the Spanish Air
Force Combat Command. The main
goal of this exercise is the advanced
training of fighter pilots in air combat
tactics by using mock air combats with
dissimilar fighter aircraft.
Under the lead of the ATS and
the support of the logistic and
maintenance personnel, all flown
missions were successfully conducted
with the E-3A on station. The biggest
advantage of the exercise was the
professional training provided to
the crews through different realistic
scenarios for air to air missions and
a variety of aircrafts with different
capabilities.
A large airspace and the stable
weather conditions at the Canary
Islands are best prerequisites for this
exercise.
“DACT provides high value and quality
training with a very low risk of
weather cancelations. Especially the
changing and developing level of the
different missions makes it an ideal
training environment for ATS crews

with students in different training
stages, so 100% effectiveness is almost
a guaranty” the ATS Commander, LTC
Michael Rothe said.
Several NATO Nations deployed
numerous aircraft including F-16AM,
Mirage 2000C, A-4 Skyhawk from a
private contractor, EF-18 Hornets,
Eurofighter Typhoon, C-101 Aviojets
(MATACAN), C-295 , Super Puma and
Persuader and the NATO E-3A.
The aim of the exercise was to prepare
units for operations in a deployed
location as part of the alliance, in
other terms, gain and maintain air
superiority. The role for AWACS was
to support command and control for
various airframes and roles including
fighter-, tanker-, and electronic
warfare asset as well as jammer
aircrafts and helicopters.

“This exercise is providing our E-3A
crews, especially Weapon Controllers,
with a high quality training in air-toair missions. Accurate INTEL briefings
and the face-to-face planning and

debriefings with the fighter pilots
was an extraordinary benefit of
DACT, ”expressed the Deployment
Commander, Maj. Javier G. Ortiz
commended.
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Photos by Maj Dominik Holtmann

Royal visit for E-3A crew
During exercise Cold Response, which took place in Ørland, the E-3A crew welcomed H.R.H The Crown Prince of Norway.
During a short visit Crown Prince Haakon talked to the multinational crew and took a look inside a NATO E-3A.
29 February 2016

Story and Photos by Staff Sgt.
Alexandra M. Longfellow
On Saturday March 12, 2016, a
NATO E-3A AWACS from NATO Air
Base Geilenkirchen, Germany, took
flight for its first tailored assurance
measure (TAM) from Forward
Operating Base Konya, in Turkey.
The AWACS mission in under
tailored assurance measures to
Turkey contributes to preserving
NATO airspace integrity, enhances
situational awareness through the
Recognized Air and Surface Picture
(RASP) and supports the air policing
posture in the South Eastern part of
SACEUR’S Area of Responsibility.

Immediately upon release of
Initiation Order from SACEUR, the
Force Command Headquarters issued
an execution order to the E-3A
Component. Over the next four days
the E-3A Component conducted a
full mission rehearsal in the Mission
Training Simulator, planned the first
mission, deployed and aircraft to
Konya and executed the first live
mission under Tailored Assurance
Measures.
“The Force’s response to this new
tasking demonstrates once more the
readiness, the responsiveness and the
importance of NATO AWACS in meeting
the Alliance objective to provide
security and stability within its

borders” said Brig Gen Dawn Dunlop,
the NAEW & C Force Commander.
The Force continues to provide NATO
with a very high readiness and first
response battle management and
surveillance capability. This was a
total Force effort, and I am incredibly
proud of our team’s ability to turn the
tasking into execution in such a short
period.

radar is augmented by a modern
electronic surveillance measures sensor
capability. But the platform is so much
more than just a surveillance platform,
its roles also include Airborne Battle
Management in dynamic, congested
and complex airspace, and critically
for the Alliance, the ability to exercise
Airborne Command and Control in the
air environment.

NATO AWACS offers a broad swathe
of capabilities to NATO’s operational
commanders. The wide area
surveillance capability from the AWACS

NATO AWACS and its crews will deploy
to Konya for a minimum of one week
per month to fly at least three sorties
each week. This effort will provide a
recognized, balanced and sustained
level of assurance level activity in
Turkey with the E-3A aircraft and
crews providing a visible and tangible
NATO presence across Turkish airspace.
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JSTARS lands at Geilenkirchen

Story and photos by Staff Sgt.
Alexandra M. Longfellow
An EC-8 joint surveillance and
target attack radar system (JSTAR)
of the 116th Air Control Wing
(Georgia Air National Guard) at
Robins Air Force Base, Georgia, USA,
landed at NATO AWACS Air Base,
Geilenkirchen, Germany, on Feb. 29,
2016 for a short pit stop and refuel
before heading out on a mission.
The JSTARS is a joint development
project the U.S. Air Force and Army
that provides an airborne, standoff range, surveillance and target
acquisition radar and command and
control centre.
“It is always great to come back
here at Geilenkirchen,” said Lt. Col.
Scott Greathouse, 16th Airborne
Command and Control Squadron
(ACCS) commander. “We appreciate the
generosity the base gives us to land
here when we need to.”
JSTARS provide ground situation
information through communication
via secure data links with the air force
command posts, army mobile ground

Photo by Arjen Sleeuwenhoek

stations and centres of military
analysis far from the point of conflict.
The aircraft provides a picture of the
ground situation equivalent to that
of the air situation provided by the
AWACS.

The main operating modes of the radar
are wide area surveillance, fixed target
indication, synthetic aperture radar,
moving target indicator and target
classification modes.

JSTARS join military forces from
different U.S. states and coalition
countries for several exercises through
the year.

29 March 2016 NATO Skywatch 11

German Delegation Change of Command

Story by Jens Marschallek
Photos by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M.
Longfellow
On February 26, 2016, Lieutenant
Colonel Volker Von dem Bach
handed over the command of the
German Delegation to Lieutenant
Colonel Andreas Böge. The ceremony
took place at Hangar 4.
After a tour of two-and-a- half years
von dem Bach left the component
on February 29, 2016, for his new

assignment at Logistics Command in
Erfurt, Germany. The new commander
Böge comes from the German Ministry
of Defense, located at Bonn.
A couple of days before the ceremony
took place, the National support unit
and the German comrades organized
some special events including hose
down for Von dem Bach to say thank
you for all things he established
during his tour on the Component
as National Support Unit (NSU)
commander. Some establishments

were the German Christmas market,
the tropical cocktail party and
traditional carnival party at German
NSU. The target of the events was to
bring people together, regardless of
nationality, military rank or civilians.
The German delegation says goodbye
to Von dem Bach and welcomes the
new commander Böge at Geilenkirchen
and wishes both good luck and success
at their new assignments.

Exhibition “Remember Together” officially opened
Courtesy photos by German NSU
Drawings, paintings, sculptures
created by students of the
Geilenkirchen Anita Lichtenstein
Gesamtschule have one common
historical subject : they gave
an impression of their visit to
World War II concentration camp
Auschwitz.
“This students art exhibition about
this specific part of the German
history reminds us to not forget, and
to never be repeated, said Lt.Colonel
Andreas Boege, German National
Support Unit Commander.
The exhibition at the former Sentry
Club building was officially opened
on 16 March and can be visited every
Tuesday and Thursday 1300-1500 until
April 14th.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M. Longfellow
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(Open to all US and NATO identification card holders)

JUNE
April

Visit the Services Branch WSS Web Page for the latest program information and upcoming events
POC: IYA Events: Mrs Neuhalfen, ext. 4954; Sports Events: Mr Stelten, ext. 4920; Food Services: Mr Peeters, ext. 4990
31 March: IYA Trip to De Efteling
Big amusement park with a wide variety of attractions for different age groups,
for children aged 5 and older, 0815 – 1745. € 28 without MWA Card, €19 with
MWA Card for ages 5 -12; €47 without MWA Card, €31,50 with MWA Card for ages
13 and up. Chaperones go free. Further information and registration at the IYA
Office, ext. 4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954.
7 Apr: New GK Tradition “First Thursday” at the E-3A Club
Starts at 1600. This is an excellent opportunity for all to come to the E-3A Club
to eat, drink and socialize with colleagues and leadership. Dress: Uniform of the
Day or Civilian. Free light refreshments.
16 Apr: 28th International Children’s Festival
1300 – 1800 hrs at the NATO Air Base Outdoor Festival Area (Hangar II in case of
bad weather). Entrance and all activities FREE!

Let’s play ball
The Jülich Duchess, a Ladies Softball Fast Pitch Team is looking for
Ladies of all ages who are athletically talented and TEAM PLAYERS, who
are interested in learning and playing this exciting American Sport. The
Duchess play in the BSV NRW Landesliga.
Training and Home Games in Spring/Summer are played at: Seetrasse,
52428 Jülich-Barmen (right by the lake).
In Autumn/Winter the Duchess practice in a Sports Gym to prepare for
the next season and keep active. All are welcome to come by, visit the
team, and take part in our training to begin or continue your Softball
Experience!
For more Information about the games & training times, call: Martina
Pelzer Elbert, at 02452-939421 or visit our website www.juelich-dukes.de
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* A special offer by Audi Bank.

*Subject
Ein Angebot
der AudiofBank.
to the condition
*credit-worthiness.
Bonität vorausgesetzt.

3,90 % Landstr. 48-50, 52511 Geilenkirchen
149,00 ¤ Telefon: 02451-987011
9.040,60 ¤

JAGUAR LAND ROVER NATO TAX FREE SALES

The New Discovery Sport combines
Design excellence, engineering integrity and exceptional
versatility to create a PEMIUM COMPACT SUV.

Jaguar XE from:
£ 19,067.00*
Discovery Sport from: £ 23,035.00*
*RHD, LHD prices per individual quotation

Jaguar XE
So Distinctive, So Instinctive, So Alive

Jaguar Land Rover offer direct factory prices to all NATO serving personnel through the TDMS
service.
We offer LHD vehicles built specifically to your country specifications.
To obtain further information, please contact our dedicated military sales team.
The only authorised supplier of Jaguar Land Rover cars to HM forces.
Peter Thomas
Jaguar Land Rover NATO Sales
Lilienthalallee 100
BLDG 81 ROOM 25
52511 Geilenkirchen
+49 2451 634060
+49 2451 9154232
Mobile +31652303151
E-Mail elmpttaxfree@t-online.de or pete.thomas@grantandgreen..de
Web www. grantandgreen.de

