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FOB Trapani celebrate 30 Years

Photo by Capt. André Bongers
Story/photos by Capt. André Bongers
Underneath a nice and warm
Sicilian sun a special ceremony was
held on Saturday 17th of September
to celebrate FOB Trapani’s 30th
anniversary. The ceremony was
presided by NAEW&C Force Deputy
Commander Air Commodore Paddy
Teakle and E-3A Component
Commander Brigadier General
Karsten Stoye along with local
authorities.
The history of FOB Trapani goes
back to January the 1st of 1986
when it was activated. First flying
operations started on March the
11th of that same year. Over 30 years
FOB Trapani has proven itself to be
of great importance to the NAEW&C
Force. Besides supporting the regular

training of the E-3A
Component, the FOB also
supported during some
High Visible Events.
During the 30 years
the FOB also played an
important role in various
air operations like Anchor
Guard during the Gulf War,
several operations during
the former Yugoslavia crisis,
Odyssey Dawn and Unified
Protector over Libya. In
total, the FOB Trapani team
has been instrumental to
the successful support and
completion of 6,429 sorties,
and has been instrumental
to 46,046 flying hours for
the E-3A Component, Force
Command and NATO AWACS.

Continued on page 5
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COMMANDER’S
CORNER

With the Commander’s Corner, our NAEW&CF Commander and E-3A Commander give
the opportunity to wing and squadron commanders, and branch and division heads to
share their thoughts about current topics taking place at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen.
Every month a different writer will highlight a specific topic concerning their discipline.
Risk Management in a modern
World.

two elements for each threat before
making the call.

August 2013, 30.000 feet, somewhere
over Afghanistan.

As an important aspect, risk in these
terms can also have a positive impact.
It is then called an opportunity
which is usually exploited rather
than reduced. Other options for
handling risk are to avoid the action
completely, to share it with someone
else (“share the taxi when missing
the last bus”), to transfer it (buy
insurance) or simply to accept the
possible consequence.

“With this plan, what can possibly go
wrong?” were the words the navigator
used to conclude his Air-to Air
refuelling briefing in the cockpit.
I was part of a NATO AWACS crew on
an operational ISAF (International
Security Assistance Force) mission
and we had just been requested to
evaluate new coordinates and timings
to rendezvous with a KC-10 tanker. We
were asked to take a slot between a
two-ship of Dutch F-16s and an USAF
B-1 and were calculating how
to get the timing right. The
navigator’s statement caught my
attention and I started to think about
it again. The question “What can
actually go wrong?” is the gateway
into what I later learned to be Risk
Management.
So what exactly is risk? In short:
Risk = (Probability x Impact of the
Consequences) of an uncertain event
happening. “Risk Management” is
the process of weighing-up these

The good news is, evolution has
already made us all fairly successful
risk managers. Were we not, we would
probably never have made it this far.
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Other great ways of reducing the
risks to the child are proper training
(“know how to brake and remember to
put your foot down before stopping”)
and suitable equipment – a serviceable
bike and, of course, a helmet. If we
do the Risk Assessment correctly, the
child is successful and we get the
opportunity of going on a family bike
trip the following weekend.

So far so good - but of course there
is a catch. Unfortunately, our
innate evolutionary Risk Assessment
skills are designed to cope with sabertooth tigers suddenly jumping out of
Every parent teaching their child to
ride a bicycle for the first time without the bushes. Luckily, the probability
training wheels can relate to this. The of this to happen at Geilenkirchen
threat is that the little one loses their is quite low! However, it means that
we naturally tend to over-estimate
balance, the consequences of which
are that they fall off their bike, bruise the risk. For example when we look
their knees and end up never wanting to balance our investments, insure
our cars or even Smartphones we
to ride a bike again. As we do the
often get our Probability x Impact
risk assessment, we run next to the
calculation wrong and end up limiting
child while holding them, constantly
the potential of our savings or paying
gauging the level of probability it
more than we should in insurance
will crash. Once this probability and
thereby the overall Risk (= Probability premiums. And if our Probability x

HQ NAEW&CF Commander
Maj. Gen. Dawn M. Dunlop
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x Impact) falls below a predetermined
threshold (“stable enough to come out
of it happy and healthy”), we finally
let them go.

Chief, Public Affairs
Maj. Johannes Glowka
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Impact calculation is incorrect for our
young bike rider we may miss a clear
opportunity and have to postpone
that family bike trip until next
summer. Risk Management provides us
a finer distinction to balance between
the two sides.
There is the saying in aviation, “The
best pilots possess the superior
judgment to avoid situations requiring
their superior skills to survive.” In
the case of the tanker it turned out
we could have met the tanker on time
– but in opposite flight directions.
We rescheduled to get the fuel after
the B-1, and successfully and safely
accomplished our mission.
And in case you wonder how Risk
Management is related to the
airworthiness of our fleet: Well, it’s a
finer distinction of the question: “Is it
safe to operate and is it operated safely?”

Mr. Sascha Espig
Head, Operational Airworthiness Division
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OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT SALES AGENT
NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN & JFC BRUNSSUM

- FOR ALL EUROPEAN, US, CANADIAN & UK
NATIONALITIES SERVING NATO
- LEADING TAX-FREE MILITARY AND
DIPLOMATIC VOLVO SUPPLIER
- GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICE
- ALL PAYMENTS DIRECT TO THE
VOLVO FACTORY IN GOTHENBURG,
SWEDEN
- HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*
- US, CANADIAN AND EUROPEAN SPECS
SERVICE & MAINTENANCE
- BODY AND PAINT SHOP
- VOLVO DEALER SINCE 1965
*ONLY U.S. & CANADIAN SPECS

Cosima’s Guesthouse
• relaxing transition in perfect location
• short drive to NATO airbase
walking distance to Heinsberg city centre
• school bus stop to Brunssum
• private park, basket-ball
• fully equipped accommodation with
attention to details
• high speed internet
• airport shuttle service / complimentary car
• weekly cleaning

For further information or reservations
please contact Mrs. Cosima Gödde at:

Gästehaus Cosima
Kuhlertstraße 71
D-52525 Heinsberg-Schafhausen
Tel.: +49 (0) 2452-930600 Mobile: +49 (0) 170-8066805
www.gaestehauscosima.de gaestehauscosima@t-online.de

Karin’s Guesthouse
Offering 8 fully equipped, family & pet friendly quality accommodations

Complimentary Cars & Airport Shuttle Service
Experience quality Temporary Living Facilities with a warm
family touch, all located within 15 minutes of NATO Airbase
Geilenkirchen, JFC Brunssum & AFNorth. Our family-run
Guesthouse has been accommodating and assisting NATO
Members and their families for nearly 15 years.

Contact us now for reservations or inquiries.
Phone: +49(0)2451-72015
Web: www.karins-guesthouse.com
Cell:
+49(0)178-4140855 Email: service@karins-guesthouse.com

We hope to see you soon!
www.facebook.com/KarinsGuesthouse
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Continued from page 1
The ceremony was hosted by FOB
Commander Lieutenant Colonel
Massimo Simotti. During his speech
he highlighted the importance
of the close cooperation with the
E-3A Component: “Having been an
E-3A Component crewmember in
Geilenkirchen for more than 4 years,
I had the great opportunity to see
from both sides the hard work of FOB
personnel. We are also fully aware that
all the goals FOB reached during three
decades cannot be achieved without
the constant and important support of
the mother base in Geilenkirchen.”
E-3A Component Commander Brig.Gen.
Karsten Stoye was the last speaker
during the ceremony: “Even though
we may be operating from a different
base within a different country with
different personnel, each person here
is totally committed to the success
of our NATO missions. This starts of
course with a dedicated Commander,

but certainly includes every teammate
here working and making sure that the
three important pillars of success are
taken care of: The health of the fleet,
the welfare of the crews and deployed
personnel and - most importantly - the
effectiveness of the mission.

Never forget - Remembering 9/11
Story by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M.
Longfellow
Photos by Melanie Mazurs
Fifteen years ago, 19 hijackers
took control of four commercial
airliners in a coordinated attack
against the United States—
the World Trade Centers, the
Pentagon and the White House.
The fourth target was not struck,
a result of uncommon ‘valor and
courage’, Colonel Matthew Smith,
United States Senior National
Representative (SNR), spoke to the
crowd during the ceremony.
Over 100 members of the NATO
Airborne Early Warning and
Control Force gathered at the
E-3A Club, September 9, 2016 to
remember those who perished
on September 11, 2001. The
Component members and guests in
attendance paused for a moment
in silence as they remembered all
the family members, friends, loved
ones and heroes who lost their
lives that fateful day.
Smith reminisced how September
11th started out just like any
other day—making desserts for
restaurants, staying home sick

in high school, catching a train after
college classes or repairing an aircraft
during an exercise. Even at NATO Air
Base Geilenkirchen, Germany the
base felt normal with people coming
back from their summer leave, new
forms of instruction being taught in
the Training Wing and aircraft being
generated on the flight line.
Nothing seemed out of the norm…
until 0846 EST when the North Tower
was struck and our lives were forever
changed.
The evening of the terrorist attacks,
the North Atlantic Council convened
to express its solidarity with the
United States.
A press release from that evening
stated, “the NATO nations
unanimously condemn these barbaric
acts committed against a NATO
member state…It underscores the
urgency of intensifying the battle
against terrorism, a battle that the
NATO countries—indeed all civilized
nations—must win. All Allies stand
united in their determination to
combat this scourge.”
Less than 24 hours after the attack,
Article V was invoked by the then

Secretary General Lord Robertson.
Article V outlines the principle
of collective defense. It binds us
together, committing us to protect
each other and setting a spirit of
solidarity within the Alliance.
This is where members of
Geilenkirchen NATO Airbase showed
unity with our American allies. On
October 13th 2001, mission number
Juliet Tango Mike 556 was successfully
flown providing the homeland defense
of the United States.
“This is something some of us thought
we would never see…or take part
in,” Smith said. “What a lot of folks
did not realize then, and probably
do not realize today, is that NATO’s
participation in what was called
Operation EAGLE ASSIST was not just
a show of force, but critical to the
enduring defense of the US.”
The NATO AWACS’
presence allowed the
US Air Force to ready
crews while generating
aircraft for imminent
combat operations over
Afghanistan.
Nine years later, a
mission Alpha Delta
5-0-2-5 launched
from Mazar-I-Sharif in

direct support of the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF), or
better known as Operation AFGHAN
ASSIST.
“Having been the beneficiary of
NATO airpower, I can say with
conviction, there are Sailors,
Soldiers, Airmen and Marines from
our nations alive today because
of the missions flown by the NATO
AWACS during that pivotal time,”
Smith said.
A video presentation was seen
by the people in attendance that
highlighted the points during this
tragic event in history.
“Our commemoration and
remembrance during the ceremony
was a sign of our collective resilience
and beliefs as nations and NATO,”
Smith said. “May we never forget.”

MILITARY DISCOUNT CENTRE

WHY BUY A QUALITY CAR?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Quality
Quality
Quality
Quality
Quality

cars
cars
cars
cars
cars

are designed and manufactured to last much longer
transport you and your family in the safest environment.
have exceptional resale values
are reliable
are a pleasure to own

YOUR AUTHORIZED
HONDA & ACURA PARTNER
! ONLY 15 MINUTES FROM GK !

WHY BUY BMW , VOLVO or MERCEDES?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

BMW ,VOLVO and MERCEDES are your Quality cars
MASSIVE Military Discounts (Buy Quality for the price of an Average car)
FREE Home Shipment to the U.S.A or CANADA when you return home
FREE Service and Maintenance for 3 Years (U.S. Volvo models)
FREE European Breakdown/Recovery (incl. Hotel, flights home, rental car)
FREE 4 Year Warranty (3 year EU models)
FREE 12 Year Anti Corrosion guarantee
Purchase Price in YOUR Currency and protected against price increases

WHY BUY FROM ROADCRAFT?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

ROADCRAFT guarantee you the lowest price
ROADCRAFT guarantee the highest level of service
ROADCRAFT deliver to your Military Base
ROADCRAFT have over 30 years experience selling to Military/Diplomats
ROADCRAFT provide 24/7 LIFETIME SUPPORT- Unique in car sales
ROADCRAFT do not believe in pressure selling.
We value and respect our customers!

Conen GmbH - Erkelenzer Str. 76

OVER 20%
savings OFF
Tax-Free prices

52525 Heinsberg-Dremmen

Call Erik Thönnissen at +492452951018
e-mail erik@honda.ps

www.MilitaryTaxfreeCars.com / ceo@MilitaryTaxFreeCars.com
direct lines: 0031 646855537

This could
have been your
advertisement

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH
Please complete our online quotation form www.culpeck.com
and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.
for our new special discounted US-Forces and NATO rates!!

We proudly introduce
Haihoverstrasse 11
D-52511 Geilenkirchen
Haihoverstrasse
11
Email: gk@culpeck.com
D52511
Geilenkirchen
Web:
www.culpeck.com

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH

Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com
We proudly introduce
Haihoverstrasse 11
D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

Call 02451 2983

Call 02451 2983

Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

ANIMAL HOTEL ABDISSENBOSCH
D
A
Y
C
A
R
E

New cat-place where your cat can
move freely. Roomy outside place,
playgrounds, central heated.
Grooming salon, also Do-It-Yourself
wash salon for pets.

Service & parts for american & european
spec. HONDA & ACURA
Glass exchange & chip sealing
Bodyshop & paint shop
car detailing
TAX FREE

Opening hours:
Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and
16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for
bringing in or picking-up.

for 40 years the address where your pet feels at home
AH AH Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English und auch im Deutsch)
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Lt. Gen. Dennis Luyt

Lt. Gen. Bart Hoitink

Commander of the Royal Netherlands Air Force
2 September 2016

Inspector General of the Dutch Armed Forces
13 September 2016

SACEUR recognizes NAEW&C Force members’ hard work
Photos by Sergeant First
Class Stefan Hass

Maj. Marie Quick is a staff officer for the NAEW&C Force and an E-3A AWACS
Instructor Tactical Director. She was acting Director of Management during a
transition period. She enabled the on-time implementation of SACEUR’s approved
Transition Day. She led the team updating Force requirements for deployed
operating bases, maximizing the E-3A readiness for the NATO Response Force.

Senior Master Sgt. Hugo Gielen is a specialist within the Engineering
Division of the NAEW&C Force. His efforts contributed to the approval of
over 27 technical change proposals, including the improvement of several
key processes of the amendment of the configuration baseline after key
modernization programs and the state-of-art glass cockpit of the E-3A.

Master Sgt. Cornelius Phillips is an administrative assistant to the Force
Commander, Maj. Gen. Dawn M. Dunlop. He managed a $2M Force Command
information technology project to prepare the international military headquarters
transition, which included four sites and five separate networks and fortified a
$5.2M network system while integrating a Joint Information Environment.

Wing Commander Stephen Kilvington is the officer commanding Number
8 Squadron, Royal Air Force at NATO’s E-3D Component in Waddington,
UK. He delivered unprecedented levels of operational output during a
highly challenging and complex year—refurbishment of the runway at
Waddington forced the squadron to operate concurrently from two UK
locations, as well as deploy for six months to Cyprus.

Refurbishing and
constructing;
it is a continuing story

By Mrs. Maureen Geraets-Head
Photos courtesy Infrastructure Branch
Since the past two years there is no way to
get around some major construction works at
NATO Air Base (NAB) Geilenkirchen. On several
sites and in buildings construction workers are
working hard to prepare the infrastructure for
future use. A complex project which requires a lot
of planning by the Infrastructure Branch, located
in Building 43, one of the smallest buildings on
base.
It is run by Mr. Thorsten Wahl, Branch Head, and
his staff of three: two German military and a
NATO civilian. Wahl explains, “People often don’t
realize when you own a building you also have
to keep it up and that costs money. When you
buy a PC, you know that after five or six years
it is outdated and you need to update or replace
it. When you are a house owner, you also have
to maintain it. You probably have to replace
the furnace after 20 years with one that meets
present standards. This also applies to buildings
at NAB, these all have to be kept up”.

Wahl explains, “There are several steps to follow
before an actual construction or refurbishment
can take place. In general, the procedure is
as follows: there is a request from the user
(for instance, a Wing at NAB Geilenkirchen).
A Statement of Need is prepared and once this
is approved, funding has to be requested and
needs to be approved by the NATO Investment
Committee who gets the approval from all NATO
nations. With approval for funding, a more
detailed planning follows and the request for
bidding is being prepared. The whole process
from start to finish takes roughly six years;
two years for the funding and bidding process
followed by the actual construction time.”
Currently, there are some major construction
projects:
Between 2012 until end of September 2016,
Building 216, better known as the Flight
Simulator building, underwent some mayor
refurbishments and simultaneously a large part
of the building was torn down, the section where
the former IT Wing was located. On 28 September,

the official use of the complete building started.
This project was combined with the construction
of Building 320 and both buildings are now
connected with a special walk bridge. The
construction of Building 320 was finalized in
2014. Total cost for the entire project: 15 million
Euros.
The restoration of the taxiway is part of the
“Restoration Aircraft Movement Areas” project.
Large patches of taxiway concrete are being cut
out and refilled and fringed corners are being
repaired. This is being done in four phases and
impacts Logistics and Operations day-to-day
work. It will take until 2018 to completely finish
the restoration of the taxiway. The runway
restoration, also part of this project, was finalized
in 2014. The replacement of approach lights
is still in planning. Total project costs for the
runway restoration 12-13 million Euro, for the
taxiway 2 million Euro.
The construction of the new Fire Fighters Station
is almost finalized and is scheduled to be handed
over in April 2017.

Some mayor projects are in the planning for
2017-2018:
Refurbishment of the Rotodome dining facility.
For one-and-a-half years there will be no dining
facility however, the E-3A Club kitchen with
support of a mobile kitchen container unit will
cover the food services during this timeframe.
Projected costs: between 2 to 4 Million Euro.
According Host Nation law, all rescue element
buildings have to be earthquake shock proof. The
current Fire Fighters station is also getting too
small for future operations. The old Fire Fighters
building will be torn down to create easy and fast
exit and access. Total cost: 10 Million Euro.
A new Radar Aerodrome Surveillance Radar for
the Air Traffic Control has been put in place and
is now in test phase. Total costs: 13-14 Million
Euro.
The extension built to the International Military
Police building is part of the “Intruder Detection
Surveillance System” project which also includes
new surveillance cameras, a new control office
and the renovation of the Main Gate and West
Gate.
Work on the West Gate start in October with the
construction of a new guard house including an
entrance roof cover. A temporary one-way road
with traffic lights on both sides will be used
where few hinder is to be expected for incoming
and outgoing traffic. At the Main Gate, a truck

lane will be build first, running behind Building
1 towards the road pass the Chapel. Once this
road is ready it will be temporarily used for all
traffic while the Main gate will be closed off
for construction of a new guard house and new
gates. It is expected to be ready in April 2017.
Total costs: 15 Million Euro.
Around Building 203 dirt has been dug up, new
insolation against humidity is being installed, as
well as an outside stairway to the basement. This
building will house a new Joint Mission Centre,
where crews prepare their flights, including
mission briefing rooms. Expected to be finalized
around mid-2018. Total cost: 3.5 Million Euro.
The refurbishment of the building 210 where
currently Finance Division and several Support
Units are housed, the refurbishment of Building
62 becoming the new Human Resource Division’s
home and the refurbishment of Building 212,
former home of Squadron 3, is under way until
January 2017. It is foreseen to have it ready by
March 2017 for the move of several Force HQ
offices. Total costs: 2.5 Million euro.

Also in the planning, currently still in the
development of bidding documents phase, is the
refurbishment of Building 217, the Maintenance
Production Squadron, adjacent to Hangar 1. This
will be done in five phases: The first phase will
entail adding an extension to the building and
the move of the work area into this new building.
Part two contains refurbishing the sections that
moved into the new building, and so on, until all
work areas are renewed. This will be challenging
since complete work areas with tools and
electronic equipment have to be moved. Projected
costs: 11.5 Million Euro.
At the Air Traffic Control Tower the air
conditioning system needs to be replaced and
at the same time the tower will undergo a
restoration and adaptation to new requirements.
This will take about one to one-and-a-half years.
Projected costs: 9 Million Euro.
New buildings for the German National Support
Unit and a new US Clinic are also on the planning
list.
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Setting up for Oktoberfest 2016
Story by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M. Longfellow
Photos by Master Sgt. Carsten Brüggenolte and Staff Sgt. Alexandra M. Longfellow
Tickets for the 34th Oktoberfest event at NATO Geilenkirchen Air Base,
Germany, on Saturday, September 24, 2016, were sold out before the
Deutsche Unteroffizier Kameradschaft (DUK) and volunteers started to set
up the week prior.
“It takes months for an event this large to be set up,” said Sergeant First Class
Alex Gieswein, Oktoberfest director. “We officially start our monthly meetings
in February since it normally takes a few more months after Oktoberfest to
complete tasks.”
In the beginning of the year with the first few months, the Oktoberfest
committee works on the contracts for vendors such as the food and beer stands.
As time gets closer to the event, monthly meetings become weekly meetings.
Contracts are being finalized, people are being committed and time is precious.
The committee walks the International Military Police, Fire Brigade, Medical
Staff and Ground Safety through Hangar II. Having them participate in a
walk-through allows the maximum participation of 3,500 visitors and guests to
partake in the festivities of the night.
The week prior to the event, Gieswein, his committee and several volunteers
start early in the morning and work until dinner time.

Oktoberfest raises between € 60-70,000. This money pays the bills, such as the
contactors, vendors, musicians, etc. The rest of the money is then split as half
goes back to the MWA for events and about € 7,000 goes to a local Kindergarten.

Monday- Volunteers start this day with a lot of cleaning of Hangar II—removing
aircraft equipment and trash. This allows Tuesday to begin with a fresh, clean
start.
Tuesday- This day is preparing for all the decorations on the ceiling of
the hangar. The committee cannot re-use the decorations every year as it
usually gets destroyed by throughout Saturday and Sunday of the event. This
preparation takes about three days.
Wednesday- The construction of the beer and soft drink stands are on this day.
Volunteers also prepare the stage area for the musicians (Wülfershausen Band)
participating at Oktoberfest. The decoration committee is still underway.
Thursday- All tables and benches are set up two days prior to the event. This
takes a lot of time and can be tedious.

Friday- Contractors/vendors come in this day to prepare their stations for
Oktoberfest. Caterers and the brewing company also set their stands up in
preparation of the event. The last walkthrough for any safety issues are done to
ensure all issues can be resolved before everyone shows up on Saturday.
This year’s annual beer festival had amazing weather for the event—no rain, not
too cold or hot. Brigadier General Karsten Stoye, E-3A Component commander,
tapped the first keg of this year’s Oktoberfest to open the festivities for the
evening. Saturday was filled with tall mugs of beer, men and women dressed in
traditional Bavarian Lederhosen and Dirndls. Sunday was more family friendly
and children were able to engage in the culture, as well.

“I have a nice team that works with me,” Gieswein said. “Volunteers that want to
be here make this event a success and I am proud of them all.”
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THANKS FOR ASKING!
Communication is the most critical element in every organizational success, and your
questions are helpful for ensuring that together we make smart decisions for the
NAEW&C Force. The Ask the Commander forum in Skywatch is an opportunity to provide
suggestions to the leadership team on how we might do things better here at GK. While
there are many areas in which we are doing well, there is always room for improvement
– and your feedback is critical to this.
Q: Why is the E-3A Component and
Force Command not combined?
Merging the Component and Force
Command was one consideration under
Force Review, but was ultimately
decided against for several reasons. As
the NATO AWACS fleet is not owned by
one nation but held as a multi-national
asset, the NAEW&C Force fills the
unique position as a fully integrated air
force with responsibilities to NATO as
a “Sending State” and “Force Provider.
Because of this the NAEW&C Force
needs to have an independent, two
tier command structure that supports
governance and regulatory functions,
responsibilities and authorities at one
level and execution at the other.

examples means that my answer to
your question must be as general as the
question itself.
First let me state that rules, regulations,
laws and military orders are intended
to ensure safety, unity of effort, and
mission success. Intentional violation
of rules will not be tolerated by me or
my subordinate commanders.

During the Force Review and
subsequent consolidation of the Force
at Geilenkirchen we quickly realized
that there are far too many Force and
Component orders, some which are
obsolete, others outdated, and more
that are redundant. I cannot speak to
why the Force and Component Orders
In addition, most military organizations were so poorly managed but we are
focused on fixing this as quickly as
within NATO and most national forces
consist of operational units that execute possible and providing clear guidance
to our commanders in the interim,
the mission and a headquarters that
while simultaneously executing all the
provides national-level regulatory and
demands of the Force Review.
policy development.
The Force Headquarters fulfils many
of the Headquarters Air Force and
Ministry of Defence functions that
typically support a national air force,
as well as discharging its specific
responsibilities to the NATO AEW&C
Program Management Organization
(NAPMO) Board of Directors. The
headquarters makes up approximately
10% of the Force and manages Force
Manning, Finance, current and future
BM/C2 Requirements, develop policy
for the Mixed NAEW Force including
the E-3A/E-3D/E-3F/E-7T, hold
Airworthiness authority for the fleet,
and develop our engineering risk
management, sustainment and depot
policy. In addition the Force engages
with AIRCOM, SHAPE & NATO HQ on
strategic policy issues.
The strategic engagements managed at
the Force level relieves the Component
of this burden, allowing them to focus
on meeting their operational taskings—
sustaining a fully capable airbase,
generating E-3A aircraft, executing
training obligations at the MOB and
FOB/L’s, and providing the full range
of support functions enabling NAB
Geilenkirchen to operate effectively
each and every day of the year.
Q: Why do we have rules and orders
but nobody, even leadership, is
following them and nothing happens
when it is figured out that is was
wrong?
Unfortunately, the lack of specific

We are currently conducting a complete
review of all Force and Component
Orders to ensure that all our orders
are relevant, meaningful and above
all enable rather than hinder mission
accomplishment. As you can imagine
this is a mammoth task and will take
some time but I can promise you that
the effort and time taken to knock our
orders into shape will be well worth it.
Here, we are looking for feedback
from the Force. If you are aware of
an order which is obsolete or which
hinders rather than enables your work,
please bring it to the attention of your
supervisor or line manager. I promise
you that we will look at every instance
and either re-justify it or rescind it.
From your question it would seem that
you have plenty of instances already, so
I look to you to get the ball rolling.
Finally, if you think there is an issue
where the Orders are not being followed,
and we are not aware I ask that you let
me know.
Q: Why do Buildings 209, 215 and
225 have internet access and the rest
of the dorms do not have it?
There was a short disruption in service
to some of the buildings due to a
miscommunication with the internet
service provider during our renewing of
contracts. I have been informed by the
Base Support Wing that the problem
has been resolved and internet access
restored to all the dorm and billeting
rooms on base.

Q: Why is NATO civilians allowed to
get the US installation passes but not
NATO military?
Since the early 1990’s NIC staff have
received IACS Cards through Schinnen,
US Army installation In the late
1990’s the responsible USAF unit at
Spangdahlem agreed (without an MOU)
to include military staff from E-3A
Component. This had been working
well until the system was abused by
several NATO personnel and as a result
the USAF changed its security rules
in 2015, implementing stricter ruling.
While the new rules are more restrictive,
they still allow NATO persons on official
business to enter any USAF installation
in Germany with a valid Travel Order
and a NATO ID Card. Therefore, from
2016 the USAF decided not to issue IACS
Cards for military personnel. Individuals
still in possession of a valid card can
only enter US Army installations in
Germany. The Same rules apply for NIC
personnel. Only access is granted to US
Army installations in Germany.

Q: Why is the German DUK/Club
purchasing food items from the
NATEX tax free, then selling it for a
profit?
According to the German NSU
Commander and Food Services Chief
the DUK/Frisbee Club does not actually
purchase food directly from the NATEX
to sell it. For tax reasons, all the food
and drinks offered in the club are
purchased over MWA or directly form
stores, bakeries or butcheries from
outside the base. In case of internal
events members of the DUK management
may purchase food and drinks from
NATEX directly, but that will not be sold
to the guests visiting the Frisbee Club.
Thanks for asking!

Q: Why isn’t it mandatory to park cars
backwards on the airbase?
Especially on Cinchan Ave. The view is
limited/blocked if you don’t park your
car backwards and you want drive out
Q: Why is there no AC in the
of the parking lot. Several studies have
Rotodome?
shown that it’s much safer.
A good question, which I’m sure many
are wondering at the moment, especially Between 01 Jan 12 and 08 Aug 16 329
on-base traffic accidents have been
with the late summer weather we are
reported to the IMP. Only 22, or 6.7%,
experiencing. You are correct that
of these are traffic accidents concerning
we do not have air conditioning in
movement in and/or out of a parking
the “Rotodome.” This is due to when
slot. This is deemed a relatively small
the building was constructed (prenumber and therefore has not been
dating the component) ventilation/
a reason to make parking backwards
air-conditioning was not a requirement
mandatory on NAB Geilenkirchen. In
for dining rooms in northern Europe.
addition, while backing into parking
However, ventilation was installed in
may be preferred for emergency vehicles
the kitchen and dishwashing rooms.
or those who need to exit quickly, it
Funding for the Rotodome comes from
can actually increase risk where people
the same O&S budget used to fund our
are not as experienced backing into
flying operations, maintenance, and
confined spaces. The bottom line is that
base support functions as ‘kitchens’
we should all exercise caution when
are not eligible for NATO security
parking, and where there is an option we
investment funding. You will be
pleased to know that there are tentative should park in the direction we feel is
safest. If you’d like to help reduce the
plans to overhaul the Rotodome and
overall number of on-base accidents the
the AC issue will be re-considered for
IMP’s said what would help the most is
the restoration project which must
if we all stick to the posted speed limit,
include fixes to ventilation, piping
especially on Cinchan Avenue (35 km/h).
and electrics. These upgrades should
Thanks for the question & Drive Safe!
also allow the Rotodome to make
other improvements allowing for more
If you have any questions for the
efficient food preparation, as well as
Commander, please contact FHP at
better food service. We are presently
ext. 2476 or their inbox at ofcawaiting the cost estimate from the
hqfhp@naew.nato.int. If you want
Host Nation Construction Office and
to submit anonymously, you can use
have a 2 MEuro request in our budget
for the restoration. The estimated start the boxes at the Rotodome next to the
Skywatch newspaper stands. Asking
time for the renovations is late 2017 or
questions and receiving answers will
2018 if we can keep the cost estimate,
not only help you but others working
competitive bidding and contract
on base.
processes on schedule.

unique handmade home
& fashion accessories

JAGUAR LAND ROVER NATO TAX FREE SALES

visit us online:

www.nooosugar.nl

Altes Brauhaus

temporary
lodging

family-friendly accommodation
for short or long-term stays.

The New Discovery Sport combines
Design excellence, engineering integrity and exceptional
versatility to create a PEMIUM COMPACT SUV.

Jaguar XE from:
£ 19,067.00*
Discovery Sport from: £ 23,035.00*
*RHD, LHD prices per individual quotation

Jaguar XE
So Distinctive, So Instinctive, So Alive

Jaguar Land Rover offer direct factory prices to all NATO serving personnel through the TDMS
service.
We offer LHD vehicles built specifically to your country specifications.

Member
Professional
Association
of Innkeepers
International

To obtain further information, please contact our dedicated military sales team.
The only authorised supplier of Jaguar Land Rover cars to HM forces.
Peter Thomas
Jaguar Land Rover NATO Sales
Lilienthalallee 100
BLDG 81 ROOM 25
52511 Geilenkirchen
+49 2451 634060
+49 2451 9154232
Mobile +31652303151
E-Mail elmpttaxfree@t-online.de or pete.thomas@grantandgreen..de
Web www. grantandgreen.de

Special Promotion:
Book now and receive

FREE CAR RENTAL
with minimum 10-night stay*

* Visit
www.langbro.de
for details and restrictions
Apartments feature:
• With or Without Kitchen
• TV/DVD player and hundreds
of titles
• English language programming
with SKY Satellite
• Free wireless, local and international calling
Free washer & dryer
Sauna / Tanning Bed / Aerobics
Trainer/Weight Machine

for your total car cleaning

+ 49 (0)2454 936555
Brauhaus@langbro.de
www.langbro.de

✁

Brauereistraße 4
Gangelt-Langbroich

DISCOUNT COUPON € 10.
✁

of ✁

00

✁

Complimentary
coffee & tea bar

• your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only € 13,50
• car cleaning
• Permagard protective coating
• dent removal without repainting
• spot repair
valid on a
total treatment
of euro 125,-

Heerlen • Breukerweg 195 • Heerlen • +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00
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Photo of
the month
Bernd Symanowski
Head Chef, Flight Kitchen
7 years at the Component
“It beats sitting behind a desk...
Cooking is my passion.”

Photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M. Longfellow

With two to six E-3A flights and 13 to 30 aircrew on board per day—that is a minimum of 26 and a maximum of 180 flight meals prepared by the Flight
Kitchen. Mr. Bernd Symanowski is one of two head chefs for the Flight Kitchen and the Rotodome. His job consists of a little more than just preparing and
cooking these meals. Symanowski calls Command Post daily to ensure flights are still ongoing during the day and orders all supplies and food items each
week. The Flight Kitchen works one day in advance to enhance mission capabilities for aircrews on the NATO E-3A AWACS. Not only does the kitchen prepare
for our own Airmen, but they also prepare meals for any crew coming through Geilenkirchen Air Base, Germany. Symanowski has been a chef for seven
years at the Component. He learned this skill while he was stationed here as a military member when he was 18 years old. “I love to be in the kitchen,”
Symanowski said. “It beats sitting behind a desk every day. Cooking is my passion.”

NATO E-3A FTD: CNS/ATM Update Effort
By Staff writer
Another milestone in the
Communication, Navigation,
Surveillance / Air Traffic
Management (CNS/ATM)
Programme was achieved on
September 2, 2016, as the power
down of the E-3A FTD took place
at E-3A Main Operating Base
(MOB) Geilenkirchen Air Base,
Germany, thus allowing for
major modifications to the flight
simulators to begin.
The NATO E-3A Flight Simulator
Training Devices (FSTD) will be
updated over the next two years to
reflect the new CNS/ATM cockpit
configuration. This update to the
training devices is a planned follow
on to the design, development
and qualification of the CNS/
ATM capabilities which have been
executed via a cooperative program
with the United States Air Force,
under a contract with the Boeing
Company (Seattle, USA) leveraging

E-3A aircraft 459. The first modified
aircraft is due to be delivered to
Geilenkirchen by the end of 2016.
“Since, during times of degrading
resources, simulation becomes more
and more important and because of
that, this FTD upgrade is a high value
to the Component and Force,” said
Maj. Thomas Ratersmann, Section
Head, Flight Deck Section.
In order to support NAEW&CF HQ and
E-3A Component training requirements
and thus provide a seamless transition
from legacy to CNS/ATM cockpit
training, the two flight simulation
devices will be updated to the CNS/ATM
configuration, in a serial fashion, but
using a spiral approach, with the Flight
Training Device (FTD) scheduled to be
brought back “on line” in mid-April
2017 followed by the power down and
update to the Full Flight Simulator (FFS)
starting approximately 3 months later.
The FFS update will take approximately
seven months and should be it available
for operator use in spring 2018.

Courtesy Photo

“The CNS/ATM is way too complex
that you cannot teach it to students
just using classroom instructions,”
Ratersmann said. “Once the FTD
is modified to the CNS/ATM, the
Component will utilize the FTD to
train new and legacy crews with

academic and simulator training in
order to be ready when stepping
onto the aircraft. During the
shutdown, the FFS, plus advanced
classroom instruction will be used
to compensate.”
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(Open to all US and NATO identification card holders)

JUNE
October

Visit the Services Branch WSS Web Page for the latest program information and upcoming events
POC: IYA Events: Mrs Neuhalfen, ext. 4954; Sports Events: Mr Stelten, ext. 4920; Food Services: Mr Peeters, ext. 4990
6 Oct: “FIRST THURSDAYS” AT THE E-3A CLUB
Next event takes place at 15.30 hrs on Thursday, 06 October 2016 at the E-3A
Club. This is an excellent opportunity for all to come to the E-3A Club to eat,
drink and socialise with colleagues and leadership. A great time shall be had
all!! Dress: Uniform of the Day or Civilian. FREE SNACKS! Click on attached link
for more information about First Thursdays
17 - 21 Oct: IYA FALL BREAK PROGRAM
for children aged 5 and older, 0745 – 1745: fun games, sports, beautiful
playground, movies, seasonal arts and crafts, two field trips. Further information
and registration at the IYA Office, x 4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954.
18 Oct: IYA TRIP TO COLOGNE CHOCOLATE MUSEUM AND ZOO & AQUARIUM
with kids’ choco-school tour, for children aged 5 and older, 0815 – 1745, € 34
without MWA Card, € 23 with MWA Card. Chaperones go free. The children can be
dropped off from 0745. Further information and registration at the IYA Office, x
4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954.
20 Oct: IYA TRIP TO TOVERLAND
big indoor and outdoor amusement park with a wide variety of attractions for
different age groups, for children aged 5 and older, 0830 – 1745, € 34 without
MWA Card, € 23 with MWA Card. Chaperones go free. The children can be
dropped off from 0745. Further information and registration at the IYA Office, x
4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954.
21, 28 & 29 Oct: THE HAUNTED HOUSE, BLDG 93 AT THE NATO AIR BASE
The E-3A Component Services Branch presents: THE HAUNTED HOUSE. 21 & 28
Oct: 1900 – 2300 hrs; 29 Oct: 1800 – 2300 hrs. Open to all citizens of NATO
countries. You must show a valid passport/ID to enter the base.

Avord receives two new commanders
Story by Maj. Richard Lerat
Courtesy Photos
The 30th of August 2016 was
an important date for Avord
Airbase in France. It held the
change of command of the
Airbase commander and of
the Wing Commander with an
impressive ceremony under a
sunny sky.
Col. Fabien Kuzniak has been
replaced by Col. Fabrice Alborna
to command the Airbase, and Col.
Hervé Lardy was replaced by Lt.
Col. Etienne Ruellan as commander
of the 36th AEW Wing (E-3F). In
the same time, Lardy was awarded
the “Légion d’honneur” for his
overall achievement in the Air
Force.
Air Commodore Teakle attended
the event as a representing the
HQ&NAEW&C Force. He presented
Lardy with a commemorative gift
in recognition of his service.

28 Oct: BAVARIAN BREAKFAST AT THE ROTODOME
28 Oct: 80’S DISCO NIGHT AT THE E-3A CLUB
Doors open at 1930 hrs. Music by DJ Patrick. Special Lighted Dance Floor. Small
snacks will be served. ENTRANCE FREE!
For more information: René Peeters at 4990 or 0049 2451 63 4990; email: rene.
peeters@naew.nato.int or click on attached link 80’s Disco Night

25th International Dog Biathlon
Airbase Woensdrecht
By Master Sgt. Sun van Voorst
Courtesy Photo
Four dog teams and a delegation
of the Security Squadron of the
E3A Component participated the
International Dog Biathlon held
on the 31st of August at Airbase
Woensdrecht. This year’s event
was a very special one, because
this was the 25th time that they
organised the biathlon. Because of
this anniversary they extended the
track and the amount of obstacles.
Total length: 12 kilometres with 25
obstacles.
The International Dog Biathlon
at Airbase Woensdrecht had two
categories, Military Working Dogs
(MWD) and Explosive Detection Dogs
(EDD). The Main difference in these
categories is each MWD had to show
they were still able to bite after
certain obstacles and the EDD did
not have to bite.
The teams came from different
military and police units all over
Europe such as the Netherlands,
Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg,
Latvia and several more.

This event showed again the strong
links and relationship between the
E-3A and E-3F fleets. During his
speech, Kuzniak emphasize the fact
that the two E-3 Components are
gaining benefits to work together
in close coordination to keep a
high level of interoperability and
effectiveness.

One hundred and ten dog teams
showed up at the starting line,
but due to the severe weather
conditions (extreme heat), only 98
dog teams finished.

Our Component dog teams, Leon
Brands with Military Working Dog
Illy, Marcel Brasse with Military
Working Dog Jilly, Jos Hanssen with
Military Working Dog Edo and Jilly
Lorbach with Military Working Dog
Alfa, showed a great performance
which is not only a credit for the
dog trainers, Leo Brands and Marcel
Brasse, but also for the dog handlers,
Jilly Lorbach and Jos Hanssen, whose
passionate engagement with their
dogs and the additional training
effort is remarkably.
By representing the E-3A Component
in such events, the Security Squadron
and the Component are recognized
for their professional and capable
NATO working dogs.
Leon Brands won the 3rd price in the
Overall Ranking (1.13,29h) and the
2nd place in the Veterans Ranking.
Jos Hanssen ended 4th in the Overall
Ranking (1.21,13h)
Marcel Brands was the oldest
competitor and ended 57th in the
Overall Ranking (1.37,09h) and 10th
in the Veterans Ranking.
Jilly Lorbach ended 66th in the
Overall Ranking (1.43,03h) and 7th
in the female Ranking.

Photography Workshop with Dennis Owens
15th & 16th October 2016
Take your photography to the next level and beyond with an information ﬁlled two-day photography workshop lead by Event
and Studio Photographer Mr. Dennis Owens.
Subjects covered during this workshop will be…
* Know your Camera
* Really Understanding the Basics of Photography
* Proper Exposure
* Creative Exposure
* Rules of Composition
* Creatively Breaking the Rules of Composition
* Creative White Balance
* The Histogram, why is it important
* Use of Flash
* Use of Multiple Flashes
* Low Light Photography Techniques
* Creating Time Lapse
* Creating Hyper Lapse
* File Management of your Photos
* Editing your Photos in Lightroom
* and much more…
For information about this workshop and to reserve a seat please contact Mr. Dennis Owens at info@dennisowens.com or
0175 360-4353 to sign up. Price for this two-day workshop will be EUR125.00. Schedule will be 09:00-17:00 Saturday and
Sunday the 15th and 16th of October 2016 at Kirchstr. 14 52511 Teveren, the Canadian Legion.

Restaurant
undto Café
What
bring… Please bring your own lunch, camera, owner’s manual for your camera, something to take notes with and
an appetite to take your photography to the next level!

Restaurant und Café

52538 Gangelt
Am
Freibad 10
Restaurant
undPartyservice
Café
Café
Restaurant
30. Oktober bis 01. November

52538 Gangelt

Am Freibad 10

52538 Gangelt • Am Freibad 10

52538 Gangelt

30.
Am Oktober
Freibad bis
10 01. November

Unser “HALLOWEEN”
English
October
1 November
30.
Oktober
bis- 01.
November
und 30
“WILDES”
Alpenbuffet
spoken

Unser “HALLOWEEN”
Wild und Alpenlänisches auf einem Büffet!!
All you can eat nur € 16,90 p.
P. “WILDES” Alpenbuffet
und

Jacobs
automobile
sales team
looks
forward
to your
visit:

(l. to r.w):
Achim Käfferlein,
Martin Deffur,
Michael Wittwer,
Gerd Caron,
Lothar Herfs,
Marcel Oellers,
Markus Weber,
Alfred Deffur,
Michael Marx.

Wild und Alpenlänisches auf einem Büffet!!
Unser “HALLOWEEN”

Our “HALLOWEEN” and
“Wild”
Alps
All you
can eat
nur €Buffet
16,90 p. P.
und “WILDES” Alpenbuffet
Wild
and
Alpine
on
one
Buffet!!
Wild und Alpenlänisches auf einem Büffet!!

Gerne können
Sie
reservieren
unter:
All
you
can eat
nuronly
€ 16,90
P.
All you
can
eat
€p.16,90

p.p.

Visit.
Watch.
And discover.

Gerne können Sie reservieren unter:

Telefon:
0049
- 2454/1414
Please
make
your reservation on:

Telefon: 0049 - 2454/1414
WWW.Haus-Hamacher.de
www.facebook.com/haushamacher
Gerne können
Sie reservieren unter:
WWW.Haus-Hamacher.de
Phone +49 (0)24 54 - 14 14
www. Haus-Hamacher.de
WWW.facebook.com/HausHamacher
Telefon: 0049WWW.facebook.com/HausHamacher
- 2454/1414

The Audi specialist
in your region.

WWW.Haus-Hamacher.de
WWW.facebook.com/HausHamacher

Our finance offer for you
Audi A1,
A1 3-trg.
Attraction
PS),5-gear,
5 Gang,
3-door,
Attraction1.2
1.2TFSI
TFSI 63
63 kW
kW (86
(86HP),
basic
Grundpreis
Werk
(inkl.
MwSt.),
Lackierung:
Brillantprice ex worksab
(incl.
VAT),
Color
painting:
‘brilliant black’,
interior:
schwarz,
Ausstattung:
schw./schw.
– schw./schw./titanblack/ titan-grey.
Additional
special features:
comfort drive packgrau,
Sonderausstattungen/Zubehör:
Comfort-driveage, depot
package, air-conditioning (manual),
middle armrest
Paket,
Ablagepaket,
Klimaanlage
manuell,
Mittelarm(front), heated seats (front), radio Chorus, side airbags
(front), head
lehne
vorn,
Sitzheizung
vorn,
Radioanlage
airbag, electronic mirrors, ESP, electronic windowChorus,
lift, start/stop
Seitenairbags
vorn,
Kopfairbag,
el.
Außenspiegel,
ESP,
system, central locking with radio control, and much more.
el. FH, Start-Stopp-System, ZV mit FB u.v.m.
Financing example:
Finanzierungsbeispiel:
+ Hauspreis
15.379,00 ¤
Dealers’ price is
overcrossing / registration document
+ Überführung/Kfz-Brief-Gebühr
597,99 ¤
- Anzahlung
down payment
18,71%
–
18,71
%
2.990,00 ¤
net amount of loan
= Nettodarlehnsbetrag
12.986,99 ¤
+ Zinsen
814,07 ¤
interest rate
+ Bearbeitungsgebühr
454,54 ¤
administration fee
= Darlehnssumme
14.255,60 ¤
amount of loan
Contract period: 36 months
+ Laufzeit:
36 Monate
+ Nominalzins:
p. a. 2,41 %
Nominal interest rate
Annual percentage
rate(UD):
+ effektiver
Jahreszins

Rumpenerstraat 49 6443 CC Brunssum Phone +31 (0)45 564 01 58 www.elcomal.nl

+ 35
Raten:
35monatliche
monthly rates
Ending rate with
10,000 km/Jahr:
km/year
+ Schlussrate
bei 10.000

Fuel consumption:
In town 6.2 l/100 km
Out of town 4.4 l/100 km
Kraftstoffverbrauch:
Combined 5.1 l/100 km

innerorts 6,2 l/100 km
außerorts 4,4 l/100 km
CO2 emissions:
kombiniert
5,1 l/100 km
Combined 118 g/km

CO2-Emissionen:
kombiniert
g/km
All prices incl.118
19%
VAT
Alle Werte inkl. 19 % MwSt.
* A special offer by Audi Bank.

*Subject
Ein Angebot
der AudiofBank.
to the condition
*credit-worthiness.
Bonität vorausgesetzt.

3,90 % Landstr. 48-50, 52511 Geilenkirchen
149,00 ¤ Telefon: 02451-987011
9.040,60 ¤

nato

-store

nato-offer of the month
come
visit us!

BUILDING

1

iPhone 6s

9,95 €

1

Galaxy S7

1€

the best rated
landline
YOUR ADVANTAGE:

 100 mbit/s
internet flat
 phone flat
air base - building 81
phone number: 0 24 51 / 482 32 93

*) 1) Find out more at our store.

