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COMMANDER’S
CORNER

With the Commander’s Corner, our NAEW&CF Commander and E-3A Commander give
the opportunity to wing and squadron commanders, and branch and division heads to
share their thoughts about current topics taking place at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen.
Every month a different writer will highlight a specific topic concerning their discipline.
Governments around the world are
driven by the need to build resilience
to protect their people and their
ways of life, their economy, their
infrastructure and their territory.
They also recognise that in an
increasingly globalised world they
must act to reduce any threat to their
interests. These interlinked objectives
call for a flexible security posture
and few elements of the defence
instrument are more flexible than air
power. Air power is not only one of
the best ways of protecting against
attack, but it also offers the most
rapid and responsive way of projecting
power to secure national and multinational interests across the globe. In
short, air power offers our politicians
a broad range of options that can
be implemented at easily scalable
increments of political liability.
Traditionally, it has been western
powers who have taken the most
active and influential role in world
affairs, but this precept is being
challenged by the shift in the balance
of global power away from the
West towards the world’s emerging
economies. And despite the green
shoots of economic recovery across
western nations, the strictures of
financial austerity will remain for
some time to come. This means that
western nations must bear down on

operating and manpower costs and
face the fact that in the short to
medium term the scope for additional
platform procurement may be limited.
That means looking for better and
more affordable ways of doing our
business rather than defaulting to
potentially unaffordable equipment
options. Nations must continue to
invest in the critical foundation
capabilities such as logistics, mobility,
communications, command and
control and intelligence. They must
also embrace emerging technology for
example distributed simulation and
expanded networks. And procurement
processes must be better able to
harness things like spiral development
and modularity.

More and more of the world’s
population live in sprawling urban
areas near the coast. These congested,
densely populated regions are subject
to the most acute sources of stress
and instability. The urban operating
environment is a complex joint and
multi-dimensional challenge. Such an
environment is easy to hide in and
targets are difficult to acquire and
track. And as we have seen in Syria
there are few, if any, neutral spaces;
hospitals, schools and places of
worship are all part of the operational
landscape. This places a premium on
The shifting balance of power also
gathering and sharing information
means that the technology gap
rapidly and widely. Precision, timebetween ‘the West and the rest’ is
narrowing. Yes – future breakthroughs critical decision-making and attack
capabilities must combine to compress
in areas such as micro-processing,
the sense-to-shot cycle. Persistent
software engineering, data storage,
semi-conductors and nanotechnology sensor coverage is one of the keys to
cutting through the clutter.
may be innovated in the West but
they are more likely to be exploited in
But it is not only on the ground
the Asia-Pacific region.
where we will see congestion – the
sheer number of manned and remotely
This relative decline also makes
piloted air systems operating over
partnerships and alliances even
these confined areas will congest
more important. NATO remains the
the available airspace. Effective
West’s primary Alliance, but western
nations must also work towards better battlespace management will be
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interoperability with less familiar
partners. Common doctrine, tactics,
techniques and procedures and
combined and joint training are a
great starting point.
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crucial especially as we conduct more
and more operations across traditional
environmental seams.
Against this backdrop, the importance
and relevance of NATO AWACS to the
Alliance has never been greater. At
the Wales Summit in 2014 and at
the Warsaw Summit this summer,
the NATO Heads of State reaffirmed
their commitment to the NAEW&C
Force. We welcome this commitment
and going forward the NAEW&C
Force will continue to be a flagbearer for the Alliance. Of course,
our aircraft are hugely important,
but the greatest attribute of the
Force are the men and women
within it. We have an outstanding
team here at Geilenkirchen and
everyone connected, either directly or
indirectly, with our mission should be
justifiably proud of their contribution
to this unique and vital NATO
capability.
Air Commodore

Paddy Teakle
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OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT/EXPAT SALES AGENT
FOR NATO AIRBASE GEILENKIRCHEN, JFC HQ BRUNSSUM & U.S. ARMY GARRISSON SCHINNEN

CUSTOM BUILD YOUR VOLVO
· VOLVO FACTORY WARRANTY
· HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*
· US, CANADIAN AND EUROPEAN SPECS
SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE
· GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
AND HIGHEST SERVICE
· BODY AND PAINT SHOP
JUST 15KM FROM GEILENKIRCHEN, 8KM FROM BRUNSSUM AND 2 KM FROM SCHINNEN!

Auto Kallen | Rijksweg Zuid 320 - Geleen | The Netherlands
Tel +31 (0)46 - 423 86 86 | Contact person r.vossen@autokallen.nl

M OR E TH AN

4 5 Y E A RERS
VO LV O DE AL

www.autokallen.nl
*ONLY U.S. & CANADIAN SPECS

Cosima’s Guesthouse
• relaxing transition in perfect location
• short drive to NATO airbase
walking distance to Heinsberg city centre
• school bus stop to Brunssum
• private park, basket-ball
• fully equipped accommodation with
attention to details
• high speed internet
• airport shuttle service / complimentary car
• weekly cleaning

For further information or reservations
please contact Mrs. Cosima Gödde at:

Gästehaus Cosima
Kuhlertstraße 71
D-52525 Heinsberg-Schafhausen
Tel.: +49 (0) 2452-930600 Mobile: +49 (0) 170-8066805
www.gaestehauscosima.de gaestehauscosima@t-online.de

Karin’s Guesthouse
Offering 8 fully equipped, family & pet friendly quality accommodations

Complimentary Cars & Airport Shuttle Service
Experience quality Temporary Living Facilities with a warm
family touch, all located within 15 minutes of NATO Airbase
Geilenkirchen, JFC Brunssum & AFNorth. Our family-run
Guesthouse has been accommodating and assisting NATO
Members and their families for nearly 15 years.

Contact us now for reservations or inquiries.
Phone: +49(0)2451-72015
Web: www.karins-guesthouse.com
Cell:
+49(0)178-4140855 Email: service@karins-guesthouse.com

We hope to see you soon!
www.facebook.com/KarinsGuesthouse
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Have a wonderful holiday

Story and photo by Staff Sgt.
Alexandra M. Longfellow
As another year draws to a close,
the NAEW&C Force Commander
Maj. Gen. Dawn M. Dunlop,
and Deputy Commander Air
Commodore Paddy Teakle,
took a moment to express
their gratitude for everything
the Force, MSEC and the E-3A
Component has done thus far.
On December 15, 2016, Dunlop and
Teakle handed out candy canes to
individuals coming through the
Main and West Gate.
On behalf of the commanders
at NATO Geilenkirchen Air Base,
Germany, they would like to wish
you a happy holiday season and a
great New Year. Be Safe.

German Christmas Market
marks three years
Story by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M.
Longfellow
Photo by German NSU
The German National Support
Unit held their third German
Christmas Market at NATO Air Base
Geilenkirchen, Germany on Dec. 8,
2016.

The Christmas Market offered typical
German ADVENT drink ‘Glühwein’, other
traditional Christmas drinks and food
in a peaceful atmosphere. There were
booths with handcrafted items for sale.
With the friendly support of MWA and
NATEX, the German NSU and DUK were
able to open this event to all base
personnel.

MILITARY DISCOUNT CENTRE

WHY BUY A QUALITY CAR?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Quality
Quality
Quality
Quality
Quality

cars
cars
cars
cars
cars

are designed and manufactured to last much longer
transport you and your family in the safest environment.
have exceptional resale values
are reliable
are a pleasure to own

WHY BUY BMW , VOLVO or MERCEDES?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

BMW ,VOLVO and MERCEDES are your Quality cars
MASSIVE Military Discounts (Buy Quality for the price of an Average car)
FREE Home Shipment to the U.S.A or CANADA when you return home
FREE Service and Maintenance for 3 Years (U.S. Volvo models)
FREE European Breakdown/Recovery (incl. Hotel, flights home, rental car)
FREE 4 Year Warranty (3 year EU models)
FREE 12 Year Anti Corrosion guarantee
Purchase Price in YOUR Currency and protected against price increases

WHY BUY FROM ROADCRAFT?
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

ROADCRAFT guarantee you the lowest price
ROADCRAFT guarantee the highest level of service
ROADCRAFT deliver to your Military Base
ROADCRAFT have over 30 years experience selling to Military/Diplomats
ROADCRAFT provide 24/7 LIFETIME SUPPORT- Unique in car sales
ROADCRAFT do not believe in pressure selling.
We value and respect our customers!

Restaurant
und
OVER 20%
Restaurant
undCafé
Café
savings OFF
Tax-Free prices

www.MilitaryTaxfreeCars.com / ceo@MilitaryTaxFreeCars.com
direct lines: 0031 646855537
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Café Restaurant Partyservice
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52538 Gangelt • Am Freibad 10
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Fass!!!!!!
.
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•Real
German
Kitchen•
ImImJanuar
ganz
neu:
Januar
ganz
neu:
•And real German Beer from the barrel•
English OMA
OMAKÄTHE’S
KÄTHE’SALTE
ALTEREZEPTE!!
REZEPTE!!

In
January
New: von
Die
Dieguten
gutenRezepte
Rezepte
vonfrüher
früher
Grandmas
Käthe’s
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frisch
serviert.
ganz frisch serviert. Old Recipes!!
Good
old
recipes
served real fresh.
BisBisEnde
WILDSPEZIALITÄTEN!!!
Endedes
desJahres
Jahres
WILDSPEZIALITÄTEN!!!
Venison Specialties until the end of the year!!
Fon:
0049-2454-1414
www.Haus-Hamacher.de
Fon:
0049-2454-1414www.Haus-Hamacher.de
spoken

www.facebook.com/haushamacher
www. Haus-Hamacher.de

Phone +49 (0)24 54 - 14 14

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH
Please complete our online quotation form www.culpeck.com
and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.
for our new special discounted US-Forces and NATO rates!!

We proudly introduce
Haihoverstrasse 11
D-52511 Geilenkirchen
Haihoverstrasse
11
Email: gk@culpeck.com
D52511
Geilenkirchen
Web:
www.culpeck.com

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH

Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com
We proudly introduce
Haihoverstrasse 11
D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

Call 02451 2983

Call 02451 2983

Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

ANIMAL HOTEL ABDISSENBOSCH
D
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New cat-place where your cat can
move freely. Roomy outside place,
playgrounds, central heated.
Grooming salon, also Do-It-Yourself
wash salon for pets.

Opening hours:
Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and
16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for
bringing in or picking-up.

for 40 years the address where your pet feels at home
AH AH Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English und auch im Deutsch)

This could
have been your
advertisement

JAGUAR LAND ROVER NATO TAX FREE SALES

Rumpenerstraat 49 6443 CC Brunssum Phone +31 (0)45 564 01 58 www.elcomal.nl

Altes Brauhaus

temporary
lodging

family-friendly accommodation
for short or long-term stays.

The New Discovery Sport combines
Design excellence, engineering integrity and exceptional
versatility to create a PEMIUM COMPACT SUV.

Jaguar XE from:
£ 19,067.00*
Discovery Sport from: £ 23,035.00*
*RHD, LHD prices per individual quotation

Jaguar XE
So Distinctive, So Instinctive, So Alive

Jaguar Land Rover offer direct factory prices to all NATO serving personnel through the TDMS
service.
We offer LHD vehicles built specifically to your country specifications.

Member
Professional
Association
of Innkeepers
International

To obtain further information, please contact our dedicated military sales team.
The only authorised supplier of Jaguar Land Rover cars to HM forces.
Peter Thomas
Jaguar Land Rover NATO Sales
Lilienthalallee 100
BLDG 81 ROOM 25
52511 Geilenkirchen
+49 2451 634060
+49 2451 9154232
Mobile +31652303151
E-Mail elmpttaxfree@t-online.de or pete.thomas@grantandgreen..de
Web www. grantandgreen.de

Special Promotion:
Book now and receive

FREE CAR RENTAL
with minimum 10-night stay*

* Visit
www.langbro.de
for details and restrictions
Apartments feature:
• With or Without Kitchen
• TV/DVD player and hundreds
of titles
• English language programming
with SKY Satellite
• Free wireless, local and international calling
Free washer & dryer
Sauna / Tanning Bed / Aerobics
Trainer/Weight Machine

for your total car cleaning

+ 49 (0)2454 936555
Brauhaus@langbro.de
www.langbro.de

✁

Brauereistraße 4
Gangelt-Langbroich

DISCOUNT COUPON € 10.
✁

of ✁

00

✁

Complimentary
coffee & tea bar

• your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only € 13,50
• car cleaning
• Permagard protective coating
• dent removal without repainting
• spot repair
valid on a
total treatment
of euro 125,-

Heerlen • Breukerweg 195 • Heerlen • +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00
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NATO’s three highest bodies recently visited
the NAEW&C Force Command at NATO Air Base
Geilenkirchen, Germany. The top military body,
the Military Committee, which comprises the 28
NATO nations, were joined by a representative
from Montenegro for a visit on 3 November.
The highest political body, the North Atlantic
Council were accompanied by the Deputy
Secretary General on a visit to Geilenkirchen
on 28 November. On 12 December, the Force
hosted the senior defence advisory body to the
North Atlantic Council - the Defence Policy and
Planning Committee. All of the visits allowed
both groups to learn about the unique nature
of the NAEW&C Force, our mission and our
capabilities. All groups were also given a chance
to see an NATO E-3A AWACS firsthand.
The Military Committee is the senior military

authority in NATO and the second eldest
permanent body in NATO. It is the primary source
of military advice and assists in developing
strategic policy concepts. It comprises one
military representative from each NATO member
nation who works on behalf of their nation’s
chief of defence. The Chairman of the Military
Committee, General Petr Pavel, is an essential link
between the political decision making process
and the military structure of NATO.

opportunity to tour the base ansd see Europe’s
first permanent connection to the Distributed
Training Operations Centre in Iowa, USA.

The aim of the Military Committee meeting was
to understand how NATO AWACS is employed, how
it will be modernised to deliver Airborne Battle
Management and Command and Control (ABMC2)
for the next two decades and how lessons
in ABMC2 can be applied to Alliance Future
Surveillance Capability concept phase. While at
Geilenkirchen, the Military Committee had the

As one of NATO’s only fully owned and operated
military capability, it was stressed that NATO
AWACS honours its commitments and continues to
demonstrate solidarity across the Alliance in an
ever changing environment.

During his time at the base, General Pavel had
remarked about the Force, “NATO’s Airborne Early
Warning and Control Force continues to prove
itself instrumental not only to monitoring our
airspace, but also as an important part of NATO’s
command and control capabilities.”

The North Atlantic Council (NAC) was established
by the North Atlantic Treaty (Article 9) in

s Visit Geilenkirchen
1

Defence Policy and Planning Committee

2

Military Committee

3

North Atlantic Council

1949 and is NATO’s principal political decisionmaking body. It oversees the entire political
and military process for security issues affecting
the Alliance. The NAC brings together highlevel representatives of each member country
and decisions are agreed upon on the basis of
unanimity and common accord.
The purpose of the NAC visit was to gain
appreciation of the NAEW&C Force’s unique
role in NATO and to understand the challenges
posed by the Force Review and downsizing of
the Force. The NAC were particularly interested
in the Force’s mission accomplishments, such as
Assurance Measures, Tailored Assurance Measures
for Turkey (TAM-T) and direct support to the
Global Coalition to Counter Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (C-ISIL).

The Defence Policy and Planning Committee
(DPPC) is the senior advisory body to the NAC
on defence matters concerning all countries. It
also leads of the defence aspects of partnership.
The aim of the DPPC visit was for this influential
body to gain an insight to how NATO AWACS is
employed today, and what may change in the
future. Its visits and discussion with the DPPC,
and other groups, that will help shape the
Alliance Future Surveillance Capability.
These visits could not have occurred without the
remarkable support from the men and women of
Geilenkirchen. The International Military Police
delivered top-notch security and force protection;
the Requirements Division briefed current E-3A
capabilities and future upgrades; the Logistics &
Ops Wings provided the aircraft statics and handson briefings about our system and operations;

the Aircrew Training Squadron illustrated how
we conducted our spin-up process to successfully
execute TAM-T and C-ISIL and demonstrated the
value of NATO’s first-ever permanent Distributed
Training Operations Center connection; MSEC
and the Bunker emphasized the importance of
sustaining our unique organic capabilities in
software development and electronic support
measures database; and the E-3A Club arranged
the briefing facility and perfectly planned meals
for all the visits. And many others stepped in
to assist. All in all, extraordinary support from
a professional Force. And because of our hard
work each of these highest bodies in NATO left
NATO Airbase Geilenkirchen with a much better
understanding of what we do, the importance of
Air C2 to the Alliance mission, and the dedication
of the men and women the nations send here.
Well done!
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Smoke alarms required in Northrhine-Westphalia
Story by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M.
Longfellow
Fire is a fatal danger to any home.
Each year there are more than
thousands of home fires, resulting
in hundreds of deaths. Of those
deaths, most of them occur during
fires in which no smoke alarm is
present or no working smoke alarm.
Smoke alarms are crucial elements in
the early detection of fires. Smoke
and toxic fumes spread through a
house faster than flames. They are
especially hazardous and can cause
respiratory burns, light-headedness,
nausea, confusion and sleepiness.
Smoke inhalation is the primary cause
of death for home fire victims.
There are specific regulations and
laws that govern the manufacturing,
installation, maintenance and testing
of smoke alarms in Germany and
the State of Northrhine-Westphalia
specifically. By January 1, 2017, all
private homes must be equipped with
smoke detectors. Smoke alarms must
be installed in all occupied rooms and
their emergency escape routes.
For Force members residing within
the local communities’ cities and
villages of Northrhine-Westphalia, it
is the responsibility of the homeowner
or landlord to install smoke alarms
in accordance with the state law
to ensure the safety of occupants.
However, the occupant is responsible
for functionally testing the smoke
detectors (recommended monthly) to
ensure operability and for replacement
batteries as necessary.

To be prepared is to be knowledgeable.
You must know what fire is like to
increase the chances of a safe escape.
There are four important facts to
remember:
Smoke is dark. Most people expect fire
to be light. For this reason, people
have been trapped in their own homes
because they could not find their
way out. They didn’t have flashlights
readily available and hadn’t practiced
an escape plan.
Smoke can be deadly. Since most fire
fatalities occur between 0200 and
0600 when most people are sleeping,
the only thing standing between the
deadly fumes of fire and a safe escape
is the piercing sound of smoke alarm.
Fire has intense heat. Fire can cause
the temperature to rise several
hundred degrees in seconds. The heat
is so intense it can cause the human
body to stop functioning altogether.
One breath can cause severe lung
damage and the heat alone can cause
someone to become unconscious and
not able to escape.

of a developing fire. The more smoke
alarms installed in your home, chances
are increased you will be alerted to
smoke and fire.
When purchasing smoke detectors
yourself on the economy in Germany,
please note that products must come
with a CE-sign based on the European
norm EN 14604; in addition, it is
recommended to go for third-party
tested products (VdS-Q sign, GS-sign
or STIFTUNG WARENTEST (positive
consumer test rating).
It is not enough to just install or
have a smoke alarm in the home. It
needs to be maintained. Smoke alarms
are easy to maintain, yet, improper
maintenance is one of the largest
reasons smoke alarms fail. Follow
these simple actions to ensure your

smoke alarms are working properly:
Test smoke alarms monthly by pressing
the test button.
Replace the battery in each smoke
alarm at least once a year.
Never remove the battery except when
replacing it with a fresh battery.
Clean the smoke alarm of dust at least
once a year.
When in doubt, follow the instructions
in the product’s user’s manual for
specific instructions on how to install
and maintain the smoke alarms.
For questions or concerns, please
contact Geilenkirchen Fire
Department, Fire Prevention Section in
Building 218 at extension 4769.

Time is critical. A residential home
can be easily consumed by flames and
filled with smoke in less than five
minutes from the start of the fire.
You must know what to do in order to
help get yourself and your family out
safely. A closed door is often the best
way to stall a fire. By closing the door,
you may save yourself seconds to use
an alternate escape route.
Smoke alarms are the easiest, most
cost-efficient way to alert your family

E-3A Component ESM Section wins Outstanding Unit Award
On November 30th 2016, the
E-3A Component received a
unique award for its pioneering
effort to increase the Alliance’s
situational awareness of the
electromagnetic battlespace.
The award was presented
in Washington D.C. during
an annual symposium and
convention about Electronic
Warfare, which was attended
by E-3A Deputy Commander
Colonel René Moerland, together
with former ESM Branch Chief,
Captain Michael Kirst, who
accepted the award from the AOC
Chairman.
Following a request from the NATO
Emitter Data Base Advisory Group
(NEDBAG), the E-3A Component’s
Test & Evaluation Branch’s
ESM Section (OWPE) took the

initiative to host two Working Group
(WG) events in 2016 with national
Electronic Intelligence (ELINT)
analysts to evaluate possibilities to
efficiently exploit releasable E-3A
ESM data for the benefit of validated
and verified Electronic Order of Battle
(EOB) information in the NATO Emitter
Data Base (NEDB). The successful
results were presented to the NATO
Electronic Warfare Advisory Committee
(NEWAC). Consequently, the NEWAC
members nominated the E-3A
Component to receive the Association
of Old Crows (AOC) Outstanding Unit
Award NATO for Operational EW 2016.
Colonel Moerland said, ”Getting this
award presented symbolizes the
professionalism that is shown by our
ESM section on a daily basis. It also
encourages us keeping up the good
work in the future.”

The Association of Old Crows (AOC)
is an international professional
organization for individuals
who have common interests in
Electronic Warfare (EW), tactical
information operations, and
associated disciplines. The AOC
provides a means of connecting
members and organizations
nationally and internationally
across government, defence,
industry and academia to
promote the exchange of ideas
and information and provides a
platform to recognize advances
and contributions in these fields.
Captain Kirst said, “As the only
non-US organization receiving one
of this year’s awards, it’s a great
honour and recognition of our good
work that we achieve with our
limited resources in the Bunker.”

21 December 2016 NATO Skywatch 11

THANKS FOR ASKING!
Communication is the most critical element in every organizational success, and your
questions are helpful for ensuring that together we make smart decisions for the
NAEW&C Force. The Ask the Commander forum in Skywatch is an opportunity to provide
suggestions to the leadership team on how we might do things better here at GK. While
there are many areas in which we are doing well, there is always room for improvement
– and your feedback is critical to this.
Q: Is it at all possible that this Gas
Station will ever be taken over by
Esso? If it is, then everyone on the
Base would be able to use the Gas
Station, just like an Esso Station
off-Base.

thought about it and like to
ask the following: Why are we
producing more and more paper
products flying an aircraft with
an automated mission system?
Shouldn’t we rather adapt and
enhance our mission system than
This would be a lot more convenient binding more and more dwindling
that traveling to the Esso Stations
personnel with producing and
that are 20 minutes or more away
often duplicating products in just
from the Base. The Gas Card could
different formats, since services
be used there and other Persons on we are providing to our tasking
the Base could also purchase Gas at agencies have widened in the last
the price that is paid off Base, just
decade? How come that many work
more convenient. There must be a
arounds have become the standard?
way that this can be accomplished.
A: This question is closely tied to
A: NATEX is the owner of the gas
the recent substantial change we all
station on base and they hold the
went through during Force Review, so
concessionaire contract with the
allow me to elaborate a bit more on
fuel provider. In the past years,
the Force Publications Review that we
NATEX leadership inquired about
initiated in the beginning of this year
the possibility of starting a contract
and the process of Force Optimization.
with ESSO to be the fuel provider
With Force Review we have discovered
for the gas station on base. ESSO
that over the years Force Command
has conducted a site survey and
and the E-3A Component have
determined that it is not beneficial
produced an immense amount of
for them, as there are several other
regulations some of which had not
ESSO gas stations in less than a 12.5
been reviewed in years. Combined
mile radius. A recent inquiry with
there were over 400 Force and
ESSO to reconsider provided the
Component-specific regulations,
same response; however, because we
more than twice as high as for any
know this is a real annoyance for
other organization within NATO.
many of our personnel the Food and
This of course presented the new
Services Branch Management (SWCS)
NAEW&C Force command structures
is currently looking into another
and leadership at all levels with
possible option. As with many things a challenge—to review, update,
here in NATO, the process is more
merge, or delete the regulations
complicated that it probably should
while simultaneously executing the
be and it will take at least a few
manpower and organizational moves
months to clear the first approval
related to Force Review.
hurdle but if the first approval is
received, SWCS hopes to have a clear
Our approach was to prioritize the
way forward by the middle of 2017.
Orders that were necessary to update
My thanks to SWCS, and to all of
for the safety and mission execution
our behind-the-scenes organizations
of the Force. After this we began
that continue to take on the tough
categorizing the regulations by
administrative and policy tasks here
whether they needed to be rescinded,
in NATO in an effort to make our work merged, or updated. In this initial
and lives easier better for Team GK!
phase of reviewing the publications
we have already been able to reduce
Q: I’ve read the recent article
their number by 20% to 331, however
in the Skywatch by Col. Kamuf,
we recognize there is still room for

improvement. A second stage of
review has just commenced as part
of the Force Optimization Process
and I am confident that through the
elimination of redundant regulations,
and merging of similar Force and
Component regulations that by the
end of next year we will see another
reduction below my 250 target. This
represents a significant workload
for the people at all levels of the
organization, but streamlining our
regulations, reducing them where
able, and ensuring they are accurate
for the new force structure is
incredibly important for the future
functioning and health of the Force.
It is also necessary that we allow
the appropriate amount of time for
the assessment and re-write of our
regulations so that we don’t write
new policy based on old, and perhaps
inefficient, ways of thinking.
Based on the positive feedback I have
received regarding recent changes
across the Force I am convinced in
the value of establishing smarter and
more efficient processes that enhance
coordination, eliminate redundancy
and workarounds, and yield better
results at all levels. However, the
end state results and your happiness
with them will very much depend on
the level of input we each provide.
With this in mind I ask for everyone’s
assistance in identifying Force or
Component processes that they
believe are inefficient, ineffective,
outdated or redundant to we can
fix them. If you have specific
recommendations please highlight
them up your chain of command
so we can effectively identify
deficiencies and find solutions in the
ongoing Force Optimization.

a lot of these forms and procedures
can be digitalized, without
affecting safety.
I am convinced that using less
paper will make the Component
more effective and efficient and
eventually will save us money.”
A: I would agree that there certainly
is some room to digitalize and thus
improve forms and correspondence
procedures throughout the NAEW&C
Force. However, the recent Force
Review and the resulting reduction of
the number of PE posts has presented
challenges to everyone, including
our CIS support. The Directorate of
Management has just begun a review
of options to digitalize certain forms
and is assessing the work impact on
our CIS personnel. You can expect
this question to be addressed during
the ongoing optimization process
and first implementation measures
to commence in the beginning of
the year 2017. In the meantime,
you can help us identify the types
of automation products that are
currently available to meet your needs
and make recommendations through
your commander into the Force
Requirements Management Board. This
will help us to streamline the process
of acquiring products needed to assist
our transition from outdated analog
systems to more current digital ones.

If you have any questions for the
Commander, please contact FHP at
ext. 2476 or their inbox at ofchqfhp@naew.nato.int. If you want
to submit anonymously, you can
use the boxes at the Rotodome next
to the Skywatch newspaper stands.
Q: When do we start digitalizing
Asking questions and receiving
forms and procedures at the
answers will not only help you but
Component? During my short period others working on base.
of working at the Component I have
noticed that we use a lot of paper
and many forms, where I think that

Griechisches Restaurant YAMAS
Come and dine at the historical railway station ‚Alter
Bahnhof‘ Hanxler str. 15 in Gangelt. Enjoy our traditional
homemade Greek cuisine at our new restaurant ‘YAMAS’.
YOU CAN ALSO MAKE USE OF OUR TAKEAWAY SERVICE
AND ENJOY IT AT HOME!
OPENING HOURS
Monday – Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday: CLOSED

17.00 – 22.30
15.00 – 22.30

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
Sunday 25/12/2016:
13.00 – 22.30
Monday 26/12/2016: 13.00 – 22.30
NEW YEARS OPENING HOURS
Sunday 01/01/2017:
13.00 – 22.30
Monday 02/01/2017: 13.00 – 22.30

FOR RESERVATIONS AND TAKEAWAY TEL.NR.: 02454 – 93 67 060
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Photo of
the month
Master Sgt. Bjoern “Curly” Kraus
Surveillance Operator/
Short Range Scheduler
16 years at GK
Go ahead and request one more change

Photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M. Longfellow

Master Sgt. Bjoern Kraus is a Surveillance Operator on board the NATO E-3A
AWACS and the sole short range scheduler in the Operations Wing Scheduling
Branch. Short Range Schedulers provide scheduling with internal and
external agencies to ensure the effective utilization and flight management
of all E-3A/D/F, Italian, Turkish, Dutch, American owned tankers and TNT
aircraft meet daily NATO tasks given by AIRCOM.

Kraus has been in the German Air Force for 19 years with his first 2½ years
was spent in a Control and Reporting Centre in Germany, called Loneship. In
2001, he was transferred to NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen to begin his training
as a surveillance operator.
“I love working in Scheduling, because our “light” touches so much of the
Component,” Kraus said. “Every time you hear an aircraft take-off here at GK,
it is because of us schedulers.”

Component Commander invites local children for movie
Story by Staff Sgt. Alexandra M.
Longfellow
Photo by André Joosten
The E-3A Component Commander,
Brig. Gen. Karsten Stoye invited
local children to the base as a way
to give back to the community
during the holiday season.
This year, the children were from
several Geilenkirchen schools. They
gathered at the Mass Briefing Facility,
Dec. 7, 2016 to attend a movie
showing.
More than 350 children and their
teachers filled the MBF to watch “Polar
Express”, an inspiring adventure based
on the beloved children’s book by
Chris Van Allsburg.
When a doubting young boy takes an
extraordinary train tide to the North
Pole, he embarks on a journey of

self-discovery that shows him that the
wonder of life never fades for those

who believe. Before entering the movie
showing, everyone posed for a photo

in front of the NATO countries flags at
the welcome sign.
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JUNE
December
/ January

Visit the Services Branch WSS Web Page for the latest program information and upcoming events
POC: IYA Events: Mrs Neuhalfen, ext. 4954; Sports Events: Mr Henrichs, ext. 4902; Food Services: Mr Peeters, ext. 4990
21 Dec: Christmas lunch at the Rotodome
22 Dec: Christmas movie night at JFC Brunssum
The Polar Express Movie. Doors open at 1600 hrs. “Christmas Movie Night”. Join
us for our first Family Christmas Movie Night at the Alliance Theater, where we
will take a ride on The Polar Express to the North Pole! Tickets cost Euro 5€.
Each ticket is automatic sign-up for raffle prizes and you can buy multiple raffle
tickets on site. Before the movie starts you are welcomed to enjoy our Candy Bar
and other goodies. For more information e-mail: jfcalliancetheatre@gmail.com.
3 Jan: IYA trip to Sea Life Aquarium and Legoland Discovery Centre
With a lunch stop at the Food Court of the Centro Mall, for children aged 5 and
older, 0815 – 1745, €22 without MWA Card, €15 with MWA Card. Chaperones go
free. The children can be dropped off from 0745, and picked up until 1745. For
further information and registration contact the IYA Office at ext. 4954 or 0049
2451 63 4954.
5 Jan: IYA trip to Kinderstad
Big indoor playpark with a variety of attractions for different age groups, for
children aged 5 and older, 0930 – 1745, €22 without MWA Card, €15 with MWA
Card. Chaperones go free. The children can be dropped off from 0745, and picked
up until 1745. For further information and registration contact the IYA Office at
ext. 4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954.
27 Jan: Bavarian Breakfast at the Rotodome
27 Jan: Robert Burns dinner at the E-3A Club
Yoga at the IYA under the experienced and certified instruction of Veerle
Dandoy resumes on 11 January: IYA Multi-purpose Room, Wednesdays, 1630 –
1730, registration for new students at 1615. Classes for all levels are designed to
build strength, flexibility and endurance. We focus on developing the essential
yoga postures and sequences while honing proper technique and alignment.
Intermediate and advanced modifications are available for experienced students.
There is no cost, the instructor is volunteering her time.
Registration and further information at the IYA Office in Bldg. 95, x 4954 or
0049 2451 63 4954.
IYA Swimming Courses for Beginners and Advanced Beginners
for ages 5 and up at the Hallenbad in Heinsberg start on 18 January:
Wednesdays, 1800 to 1900. Our certified instructors speak English and German,

and work with the children in small groups. Cost for 12 lessons is € 100, pay
only € 70 with your valid MWA Card. Registration and further information at the
IYA Office in Bldg. 95, x 4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954.
Volkshochschule German Language Course for Children
The program is especially designed to integrate children from other countries
into the German Kindergarten and Grundschule. Individual tuition in small
groups for children aged 5 and up in accordance with the curriculum of the
German school system starts on 19 January. Classes are held at the IYA on
Thursdays, 1500 – 1630, under the experienced and certified instruction of
Manuela Beck. Cost is € 45 for an eight-week course. Registration and further
information at the IYA Office in Bldg. 95, x 4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954.
IYA Mixed Martial Arts classes under the experienced and certified
instruction of Mr. Christian Ecklé are starting on 23 January. Instruction
is at the Cube (Old Gym) on Mondays and Wednesdays, 1700 to 1830 for ages 6
to 15, and 1830 to 2000 for ages 16 and up. Cost for a 1.5-months course, 23
January to 1 March, is € 37,50, with a € 3,75 discount for the second and each
additional family member. The first class is free. Also check out our Facebook
page: X-Strike MMA. Registration and further information at the IYA Office in
Bldg. 95, x 4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954.
Volkshochschule Language Courses on NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen
Volkshochschule is the official German College for Adults. Classes are held in
Bldg. 141. The basic price € 117 for 15 weeks. Fees apply to courses with 10 or
more participants. If between 6 and 9 students wish to participate in a course,
it may be held for a higher fee per person. Register in class. Further information
at x 4954 or 0049 2451 63 4954. The following courses are offered:
GERMAN - starting the week of 23 January
A1.1 - Beginners, Schritte plus 1
Tue & Thu, 0900 - 1030, instructor: Meral Alkan-Oncu, Room 109
A1.2 - Advanced Beginners, Schritte plus 2
Tue & Thu, 1030 - 1200, instructor: Meral Alkan-Oncu, Room 109
Mon & Wed, 1800 - 1930, instructor: Tanja Rzeppa, Room 118
A2.1 – Pre-Intermediate, Schritte plus 3
Mon & Wed, 0900 - 1030, instructor: Meral Alkan-Oncu, Room 109
ENGLISH - starting on 31 January
Instructor: Sonja Kolacz-Prather, Room 118
A2.1 - Pre-Intermediate: Tue, 1000 - 1300, New English File Pre-Intermediate

NATEX Holiday Operating Hours for Christmas and New Year 2016/2017

NATEX Holiday Hours for Christmas and New Year
24 Dec
25 Dec
26 Dec
27 Dec
28 Dec
29 Dec
30 Dec
31 Dec
1 Jan
2 Jan

Garage
1000-1500
Closed
Closed
1100-1700
Normal
Normal
Normal
1000-1500
Closed
Normal

Convenience Plus
1000-1500
Closed
Closed
1100-1700
Normal
Normal
Normal
1000-1500
Closed
Normal

Retail Plus
1000-1500
Closed
Closed
1100-1700
Normal
Normal
Normal
1000-1500
Closed
Normal

Gas Station
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Normal
Normal
Normal
Closed
Closed
Normal
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Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
to the local NATO Community!

Treat yourself to one of our
NEW Audi A3 limousines this
Holiday Season and get 25%
OFF TAX-FREE sticker price*
* Oﬀer ends 31.01.2017/only available
while stocks last. T&C apply

Audi A3 S line Limousine 2.0 TDI
Kraftstoﬀverbrauch l/100 km: innerorts 5,1;
außerorts 3,8; kombiniert 4,3; CO2-Emission
g/km: kombiniert 108; Eﬃzienzklasse A
Illustration shows additional specifications.

Audi Zentrum Aachen • Jacobs Automobile GmbH & Co. KG
Landstraße 48 + 50 · 52511 Geilenkirchen
Fon (02451) 98 700 · Fax (02451) 6 67 88
+++ www.jacobs-gruppe.de +++

nato

-store

nato-offer of the month
come
visit us!

BUILDING

1

iPhone 6s

9,95 €

1

Galaxy S7

1€

the best rated
landline
YOUR ADVANTAGE:

 100 mbit/s
internet flat
 phone flat
air base - building 81
phone number: 0 24 51 / 482 32 93

*) 1) Find out more at our store.

