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11 September 2018 last flight for Tiger Tail 458

Tiger Tail 458 took off for its final flight on 11 September, 2018 from Geilenkirchen Air Base, Germany. 					

Story see page 7

Change of command for the French E-3F Wing
Story by Maj. Lerat
Photos by Avord Air Base
The 12th of September 2018 was an
important date for Avord Air Base in
France. It held the change of command
of the E-3F Wing Commander with
an impressive ceremony under a
beautiful sunny sky.
Lieutenant Colonel Etienne Ruellan
relinquished command of the 36th
AEW Wing (E-3F) based in Avord,
France, to Lieutenant Colonel Frédéric
Ochem. Colonel Anthony Kleiger,
Commander of the Logistic Wing here
in Geilenkirchen (GK), flew from
Germany to attend the event and
represent the E-3A Component.
This event showed again the strong
links and relationship between the

E-3A and E-3F
fleets. During his
speech, the Air
Base Commander,
Colonel Géraud
Laborie,
emphasized the
mutually beneficial
relation of the two
E-3 Components,
which are gaining
significantly in
interoperability
and effectiveness
by working in close
coordination.
From the left:
Colonel Kleiger,
Lieutenant Colonel
Ochem and Colonel
Laborie.
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COMMANDER’S
CORNER

With the Commander’s Corner, our NAEW&CF Commander and E-3A Commander give
the opportunity to wing and squadron commanders, and branch and division heads to
share their thoughts about current topics taking place at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen.
Every month a different writer will highlight a specific topic concerning their discipline.

Time to say goodbye
It has been more than four years since
I started my tour with NATO AWACS.
In order to prepare for my new job
as the Assistant Chief of Staff Plans
& Operations I was able to have a
short induction programme to support
the flight deck as a navigator. That
basically came as a wonderful surprise
to me as I thought that my flying
career had ended about 13 years
earlier.

training were conducted. A few weeks
later I started my tour at SHAPE
with NATO Airborne Early Warning
and Control Force Command and I
experienced the same professionalism
and spirit at the headquarters level
that I had the chance to see and feel
at Geilenkirchen.

Now I was the one who was
responsible at HQ level to prepare,
plan and provide the oversight of the
Thus I learned during my first hours
execution of our support to NATO
at Geilenkirchen that the task of the
operations, as well as supporting the
Force wasn’t limited to supporting
Components to receive the proper and
NATO operations with an airborne
urgently required training missions
surveillance and command and control in order to be prepared for whatever
capability, but that we have to train
our political masters would decide
our own crews to operate this unique for us to support, and even more
capability for NATO. It was in March
than that, we were in the middle
2014 when I started my training and
of the biggest restructuring of the
about the time when the Force was
Force since its formation in 1982.
tasked to fly Assurance Measures
We were losing people almost every
missions in order to demonstrate
month or even every week, but even
to our eastern NATO members our
more importantly, we were losing
solidarity and to the nations beyond
experience almost daily.
the NATO boundaries that they
would face NATO as a whole, should
However, having stated this I have to
they intend to show any kind of
admit that the people working here
aggressiveness. It turned out that
at SHAPE, with the intensive help of
the first mission that I ever flew with their counterparts in Geilenkirchen
NATO AWACS was a southern Assurance and Waddington, were very clever
Measures mission.
in compensating for these losses.
I cannot recall all the little stuff
What immediately impressed me the
that we did to continue with the
most was both the professionalism
good work that our predecessors had
and the spirit with which the two
started, but I remember very well
tasks of support to operations and
the creation of the so-called ‘Weekly
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OPS VTC’ with all the relevant
stakeholders, that in the end not
only made sure that we were able
to cover more than 98% of the
operational tasks given to the Force,
but also pushed the training output
from a low 20% to a level of 50-60%
as an average. The success of this
approach could be measured against
the fact that this weekly VTC is still in
place, albeit led by our colleagues at
AIRCOM.
By the way, the handover of OPCON
to AIRCOM was also done in the remit
of this huge restructuring of the
Force. It was the professionalism and
the spirit of the Force members that
helped overcome some big hurdles.
But even before this handover took
place, we had to deal with a split HQ
and, with about 60% fewer personnel,
to prepare, plan and execute a new
mission in support of the counter-ISIL
coalition at our southern border. The
fact that we were able to execute the
first of these missions only days after
being given the task by our political
leaders, whilst in the midst of this
huge restructuring of the Force,
including the extensive modernization
program of our assets, cannot be
overestimated. In the end it was the
ultimate proof that, if you have an
excellent professional team that is
highly motivated and possesses an
exceptional spirit, you will be able to
succeed against all odds.

Now my duty is to represent the
NAEW&C F at SHAPE. Based on our
good reputation, that you all helped
to build, it is an easy job to do. Our
higher headquarters knows that they
can rely on us and that we are there
if we are needed. This is what I feel
every single day I’m here at SHAPE.
It is this professionalism and spirit
that I was lucky to sense towards the
end of my military service, which
started some 41 years ago, which
makes me proud to have been part
of the Force for the last four years.
And while I have the chance to look
back and consider the changes and
the outcome, I have to admit that
the Force has done an excellent job
as the most important strategic asset
commanded by our Strategic Allied
Commander Europe.
Now, at the end of my tour with the
AWACS Force and at the end of a very
challenging but also very exciting
41 years in service, I wish the whole
team all the best for an undoubtedly
interesting future and please keep up
your outstanding professionalism and
your good spirit.

Harald J. Borst
OF-5, DEU AF
HQ NAEW&C F Representative

or supplements, does not constitute an endorsement by NATO of the products or services advertised.
Submissions of material for publication can be emailed to ofc-hqfhp@naew.nato.int by the 15th day of
the month.
Articles should be in Microsoft Word format and, if possible, no longer than 300 words. Text may be edited
in style and length. Pictures should be in high resolution and JPEG or TIFF format.
For paid advertisements call Hub Durlinger Media at +31 (0)46 4529292,
cellphone +31 (0)6 5472 6473, hubdurlinger@hotmail.com or Houx Digiprint
at +31 (0)46 4582111, verkoop@houxdigiprint.nl
Articles may be reproduced after permission has been obtained from the editor, provided mention is made
of NATO Skywatch. To read the NATO Skywatch online visit www.awacs.nato.int

28 September 2018 NATO Skywatch 5

Ground Safety Training for Aircraft
Ground Equipment Inspectors
Story and picture by Josef Hess
For ensuring ground support of the
E-3A fleet, the Force operates at the
MOB and FOBs/L a variety of Aircraft
Ground Equipment (AGE). Next to
military Technical Order - driven
equipment, commercially available
ground support equipment is also
used for this purpose. For this class
of ground equipment, the required
regular checks on the safe operating
condition are carried out organically
in accordance with Host Nation
standards applicable at the MOB.
For the second time now the E-3A

Component Logistics Wing through
the Force Headquarters Safety
Branch (FHAS) has hosted an inhouse safety seminar for qualifying
Competent Inspectors on these
inspection requirements. The training
was delivered by an expert from the
DEU employers’ liability insurance
association (BG Verkehr), who also
oversees the development of AGE
norms under the European Machinery
Directive. Twelve military and civilian
staff members (to include all FOB/L
AGE specialists) were trained on 4 &
5 September 2018 and successfully
passed an examination.

Frank-Walter Steinmeier
Federal President of Germany
24 September, 2018

Aircraft Ground Equipment (AGE) inspector class at MOB GK (Hangar III)
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for short or long-term stays.
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Only 13 weeks left
until christmas
English
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Member
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International

Already thinking about planning for Christmas?
How about Christmas bowling on our newly
renovated bowling alleys??

Book quickly, the dates are rare!
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Phone +49 (0)24 54 - 14 14
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lodging
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unique handmade home
& fashion accessories

with minimum 10-night stay*
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HONDA & ACURA PARTNER
! ONLY 15 MINUTES FROM GK !
Complimentary
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Different models of the largest engine manufacturer in the world!
Honda CR-V, Honda HR-V, Honda Civic Tourer, Honda Civic
and Honda Jazz
Take advantage of our large inventory of new vehicles and day permits!
Attractive discounts and TAX FREE
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Call Oliver Lorenz at +492452951014
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Service & parts for american & european spec. HONDA & ACURA
Glass exchange • Bodyshop • paint shop • Car detailing
TAX FREE

Call Ralf Stegemann at +492452951018
stegemann@autohaus-conen.de

Call Bernd Sauren at +492452951017
lager@autohaus-conen.de

Conen GmbH - Erkelenzer Str. 76
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Last flight for Tiger Tail 458

The third goodbye from Geilenkirchen
Story by Capt. Albert van Dam
Photo by Melanie Becker
The Tiger Tail 458 was waved goodbye
on 11 September, 2018, after a long
time service at Geilenkirchen Air
Base (GK), Germany.
The E-3A Airborne Warning and
Control System (AWACS), furnished
with Tiger markings (a relic from the
NATO Tiger Meet 2017), left for the
last time its home base at 10.40hrs
local time on a windy Tuesday
morning.
The flying radar station departed
Geilenkirchen with call-sign Nato48
for Davis Monthan AFB, Arizona. It
stopped at Goose Bay, Canada before
landing at the 309th Aerospace
Maintenance and Regeneration Group
(AMARG).
The crew who flew the E-3A Tiger Tail 458 to its last destination.
This is the third aircraft NATO
Command has opted to retire. The
NATO Airborne Early Warning & Control
Force (NAEW&CF) was established in

January 1980, with the first E-3A
arriving in February 1982. Overall the
Force was originally equipped with 18

E-3As and fleet can now count on 14
aircraft (one was written off following
an accident), which are now coming

to the end of an upgrade by Airbus
military at Manching-Ingolstadt,
Germany.

Base Support Wing is under new command
Story by Brigitte Redgwell
Photo by Melanie Becker
On Thursday, 13 September 2018,
Colonel Hans-Henning Pradel
relinquished command of the Base
Support Wing to Colonel Stefan
Kaufmann during a ceremony held
in Hangar II, with participation of
the German Army Band Kassel.
Brigadier General McDaniel,
the NAEW&CF E-3A Component
Commander, addressed the
international military and
civilian audience. He pointed

out that “during Colonel Pradel’s
command, the E-3A Component and
the NATO Airborne Early Warning
Force Headquarters transitioned
through the biggest organizational
structural change since its creation
and experienced a dramatic reduction
in personnel of over 700 posts.” Brig.
Gen. McDaniel continued by saying
that it would not have been possible
to meet all these challenges without
the tremendous dedication of Col.
Pradel: “Thank you Hans, for leading
this critical part of our organization
with dignity, care and excellence.” To
Col. Kaufmann he said: “I look forward

From left to right: Col. Pradel, BG MacDaniel, MG Huhn, Col. Kaufman

to working with you. Your experience
as a commander and a leader within
NATO will no doubt prove invaluable
as you lead the Base Support Wing to
meet future challenges.”

will never fall to the ground.” After
expressing his best wishes for his
successor, he concluded his speech
by wishing the audience “may the
Force be with you!”

Following the change of command of
the Base Support Wing, Major General
Huhn, Deputy Commander and Chief
of Staff of the German Air Operations
Command, handed over the national
command and the duties of German
Senior National Representative from
Col. Pradel to Col. Kaufmann. He said
to Col. Pradel: “I thank you for all
you have done for the Bundeswehr,
for our country and for the Alliance
in 44 years of service. You can be
proud of your achievements.” Then,
he outlined Colonel Kaufmann’s career
and addressed him by saying: “In light
of these various challenging national
and multinational assignments, I’m
absolutely sure that you’re perfectly
prepared for your future duties.”

Col. Kaufmann comes to
Geilenkirchen from Sigonella Air
Base in Sicily, where he was the
first Commander of the NATO
Alliance Ground Surveillance (AGS)
ADVON Team and after the formal
activation of the NATO AGS Force
(NAGSF) on 1 September 2015,
he became the NAGSF On-Site
Commander. In his inaugural
speech as Base Support Wing
Commander and SNR Germany,
Col. Kaufmann said that he was
grateful for having been selected
for “this new and very special
assignment, luckily again within
the NATO environment.” During
his multinational assignments
he had become “more and more
a convinced supporter – you
could even call it “a fan” – of
multinational solutions in the
Defence environment.”

In his farewell speech, Col. Pradel
looked back on his military career,
which had been both an honour and a
pleasure for him. “But after more than
44 years it’s now time to step aside.
And I can easily do that, knowing that
in good military tradition, the colours

The change of command ceremony
was followed by a reception at the
E-3A Club.
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On 22 and 23 September, 2018, NATO
Air Base Geilenkirchen (GK) hosted
its 36th Oktoberfest, organized by the
Deutsche Unteroffizier Kamaradschaft
(DUK), the German NCO Association.
Over 120 volunteers decorated Hangar
II with the white-blue Bavarian
colours for the occasion and worked
relentlessly to prepare the event,
which started on the opening day of
the Oktoberfest in Munich.
The Force Commander Major General
Jörg Lebert opened the Saturday
night event, which was attended
by approximately 3000 guests,

dressed with the traditional
dirndls and lederhosen.
The Wuelfershaeuser band
entertained the visitors,
members of the NAEW& CF
E-3A Component and families,
who could enjoy the music,
leberkäse and bratwurst with
the traditional Oktoberfest
beer. The following day was
dedicated to the families, who
spent the Sunday between the
entertainment organized for
the children and a visit of the
E-3A that was made available
to the guests. Since 1982,
the profits of the Oktoberfest
allowed the DUK to support
local schools and organisations
with roughly €330,000.

OFFICIAL VOLVO MILITARY/DIPLOMAT/EXPAT
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VO LV O D EA LE
· HOME SHIPMENT PROGRAM INCLUDED*
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The New Discovery Sport combines
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versatility to create a PEMIUM COMPACT SUV.

Jaguar XE from:
£ 19,067.00*
Discovery Sport from: £ 23,035.00*
*RHD, LHD prices per individual quotation

Jaguar XE
So Distinctive, So Instinctive, So Alive

Jaguar Land Rover offer direct factory prices to all NATO serving personnel through the TDMS
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To obtain further information, please contact our dedicated military sales team.
The only authorised supplier of Jaguar Land Rover cars to HM forces.
Peter Thomas
Jaguar Land Rover NATO Sales
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In the
Spotlight

Senior Master Sergeant
Ingo “Satan” Senft
14 years in GK
Story by NAEW&CF Public Affairs Office
Photo by Melanie Becker
In the 14 years that SMSgt. Ingo “Satan” Senft spent at the Component in
Geilenkirchen (GK), he has worked as a System Technician within Squadron
2 and as an Air-Show Support Coordinator for public events across all Europe.
He was also part of Squadron 3 before it was de-activated in 2015.
“As a System Technician I’m in charge of the on-board computer system
of the E-3A. The job includes operating and troubleshooting the computer
during the missions. I also work on a daily basis as the Senior Executive NCO
in flying Squadron 2 for the Commander. I run the Executive Section and
organize the daily Squadron business”, SMSgt. Senft says.
The six people-team planning Air Shows participation and looking after
the NATO AWACS Museum on base is an additional commitment to which
Ingo dedicates hours and efforts whenever time permits: “It’s important to
generate a link between NATO AWACS and the public community in the near
surroundings, as well as in the national and international environment.
Nowadays, it is paramount for the general understanding and acceptance of
our Component to explain its tasking and structure”.

This allows Ingo to interact with the international community, serve his
country and help people whenever needed. These are the very reasons why
he first decided to join the military in 1996, serving as a Tornado Crew Chief
in Fighter Bomber Wing 33 “Büchel”, and that, today, keep him putting all
his efforts in making the Armed Forces a better organisation.
“Being in an international environment is the best opportunity to learn from
others and improve my own skills and way of thinking. It enables me to be
much better prepared for the new challenges and upcoming tasks”, SMSgt.
“Satan” Senft explains.
The soon-to-be Chief Master Sergeant “Satan” can expect more of those
challenges coming with the promotion, but changing plans and adapting to
new situations couldn’t scare him less: “The key is to communicate with the
team and look together for a proper solution. Most problems can be overcome
that way very quickly. I’m proud to be a member of the NATO AWACS team
here in GK. Even though we’ve been facing here and there some problems in
the Component, I must say it’s still the best place to serve. I come every day
with a smiling face to work and look forward to what’s next”.

Farewell
Tiger Tail 458

Rumpenerstraat 49 6443 CC Brunssum Phone +31 (0)45 564 01 58 www.elcomal.nl
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Belgian Air Show 8-9 September
On 8 and 9 September, the Belgian Air Show 2018 was held in a festive
atmosphere in Kleine Breugel, Belgium. Over 72,000 visitors attended the
event organized by the Belgian Air Force Days.

aircraft. More then 5000 guests took the opportunity to learn from the E-3A
personnel about the mission of NATO AWACS, and the role of the NAEW&C
Force within NATO.

The E-3A Component participated in the air show by displaying a NATO
AWACS and providing personnel to welcome the visitors with a tour of the

Next year, the Air Show will be held on 14 and 15 September, 2019 in
Sanicole.
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(Open to all US and NATO identification card holders)

JUNE
October

Visit the Services Branch WSS Web Page for the latest program information and upcoming events
POC: IYA Events: Mrs Neuhalfen, ext. 6033; Sports Events: Mr Henrichs, ext. 6060; Food Services: Mr Peeters, ext. 6050
IMPORTANT NOTICES!
E-3A Club CLOSED:
due to Special Functions:
03 October (Holiday)
08 October
11 October
15 October
20 October
31 October
Rotodome
As of 01 October 2018 new Opening Hours for Breakfast: 0600 – 1000 hrs.
MWA Events/Activities
Swimming Pool
It is a pleasure to inform you that the Swimming Pool for Lap Swimming ONLY
will be extended until 31 October 2018. Hours will be Monday through Friday
11.00 – 13.30hrs.
12 OCT: INTERNATIONAL CROSS COUNTRY FUN RUN
On Friday, 12 October, at 1100 hrs. at the New Gym, Bldg. 206 the International
Cross Country Fun Run will take place. Participation for everybody. Entry Fees:
NATO Component ID Card Holders €3.00 and Non Component Members €6.00.
Deadline Registration: 05 Oct. Pick up race number + Payment is due on Event
date (12 October) from 09:00-10:45! For more info and pre-registration please
call ext. 6061 or send an email to ofcgk-swcss@naew.nato.int Please click on
attached link for the info flyer International Cross Country Fun Run
IYA Fall Break Program for children aged 5 and older: 22 to 26 October, 0745
to 1745. Enjoy fun games, exciting contests, arts & crafts, sports & hikes, free
play, special projects, movies and much more. Cost: € 88, including lunch on
Friday and field trip to Toverland - big indoor and outdoor amusement park with
a wide variety of attractions for different age groups on Wednesday. Daily fee: €
17 without lunch, € 20 with lunch. Further information and registration at the
IYA Office in Bldg. 95, x6033 or 0049 2451 63 6033.

Vacancy Announcement
Applications are invited for the following post:

IYA Trip to Toverland Indoor and Outdoor Amusement Park
On Wednesday, 24 October, the IYA is offering a trip for ages 5 and older to
Toverland, a large amusement park boasting an amazing variety of small and big
rides and beautiful playgrounds both indoors and outdoors. The bus departs at
0830, and gets back at about 1730. The children can be dropped off from 0745,
and need to be picked up by 1745. Cost is € 23 per child, chaperones go free.
Further information and registration at the IYA Office in Bldg. 95, x6033 or
0049 2451 63 6033.
IYA Christmas Moonlight Family Steam Train Ride:
tickets available from 1 October
Santa Claus is already planning to join the traditional Moonlight Ride on the
historic Selfkantbahn. On Friday, 14 December, at 1900 we will travel from
Gillrath to Schierwaldenrath in the restored antique wagons. There will be
one short stop on the way, when Santa arrives in his horse-drawn carriage. He
will welcome his guests, and present all the children with Christmas goodies.
At Schierwaldenrath we will enjoy refreshments and Christmas songs, before
returning to Gillrath. Tickets at € 8,50 per child and € 13,50 per adult include
seasonal baker’s goods with hot chocolate, coffee, Glühwein or a soft drink, and
Christmas goodies for children, and can be purchased at the IYA Office. Further
information and registration at the IYA Office in Bldg. 95, x6033 or 0049 2451
63 6033.
10 Oct: German Style Lunch at the Rotodome
26 Oct: Bavarian Breakfast at the Rotodome

Halloween Lap-Swimming!
Close out the lap-swimming season
at the Geilenkirchen pool and have
the chance to win a 25€ NATEX gift
certificate!
The rules are very simple:
- This is an event for adult lap
swimmers;
- Turn up for lap-swimming on
October 31st;
- Lap-swim at least three more times
in October (have your name noted
by the life guard).
You will be eligible to win one of four
25€ gift certificates sponsored by
NATEX.
This Halloween, swimming is the trick
to get a treat!

Senior Technician (Network Operation & Management), Advertisement
Number 180700, Grade B-4, assigned to Network Operation and Management
Section, Network Support Branch, Communication and Information Systems
Squadron, Base Support Wing, E-3A Component, HQ NAEW&C Force GK. This
post is due to be filled as soon as possible.
CLOSING DATE: 02 November 2018
Staff Officer (UNIX Services Operation & Mgmt) A-2, Advert no. 180697
CLOSING DATE: 07 November 2018.
For further details, please visit the HQ NAEW&C FORCE GK (WSS) Portal
under HEADQUARTERS NAEW&C FORCE/Personnel and Manpower Division/
Civilian Personnel Branch/CPB Recruitment/Recruitment, the official HQ
NAEW&C FORCE GK Internet Home Page (www.awacs.nato.int), or review the
advertisement posted in Building 8.

In case of any questions contact
Martin Radusch on extension 2067.
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New cat-place where your cat can
move freely. Roomy outside place,
playgrounds, central heated.
Grooming salon, also Do-It-Yourself
wash salon for pets.

Opening hours:
Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and
16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for
bringing in or picking-up.

for 41 years the address where your pet feels at home
AH AH Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English und auch im Deutsch)

Gielen Sfeer Interieur
Furniture and Decoration

Suzanne Gielen

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY
We accept VAT-papers

www.gielen-sfeerinterieur.com
Open:
Monday - Friday 1000-1800 hrs
Saturday - Sunday 1000-1700 hrs

Maastrichtersteenweg 138

3770 Vroenhoven-Riemst

Belgium

Phone +32 (012) 452483
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WWW.KALLEBESKE.NL

WE FOCUS ON CARS.

Your NATO Specialists
Alexander Sieprath

Sales consultant
Fon (02451) 9870-26
alexander.sieprath@
jacobs-gruppe.de

Kieran Howlett

Sales consultant
Fon (02451) 9870-57
kieran.howlett@
jacobs-gruppe.de

Visit us at Jacobs Automobile Geilenkirchen, Landstraße 48+50 in 52511 Geilenkirchen.

We are looking forward to your visit!
Audi Zentrum Aachen Jacobs Automobile GmbH
Zweigniederlassung Geilenkirchen
Landstraße 48 + 50 · 52511 Geilenkirchen
Fon (02451) 98 700 · Fax (02451) 6 67 88
info@jacobs-geilenkirchen.de

Automobile Geilenkirchen

www.jacobs-gruppe.de

